
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 

NEWSLETTER 2018  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Firstly, I would like to thank you all for the support you have shown to myself and the rest of the 
school staff while Ms Howard has been away. Mrs Pestell would also like to say thank you for 
the warm welcome you have given her. 
 
It is so good to see how quickly the children settled back in after the Christmas break and seeing 
the fantastic learning that is going on in the classrooms. 
 
There are so many exciting things happening in and around school from Firefighters  visits to     
e-safety training and of course our new reading café’s. 
 
I would like to urge the Year 6 Parents to attend the SATs talks that Mr Croft and Mrs Allen are 
putting on for you, this is a really key point in the children’s school life and as Parents you can 
really help impact the results they could achieve.  The Reading Focus session takes place on 1st 
February and the Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar session will be the following week on the 
8th February, both from 2.30—3.00p.m.  We look forward to seeing you.  
Kelly Martin                                                                                                                         

Acting Headteacher 

Reading Café’s 
Our Reading Café’s are proving to be very     
successful and it is lovely to see so many       
parents  attending.   The sessions are a good 
opportunity for parents to come in and read 
with their children and take part in games     
centred around the skills behind reading. 
 
This coming Friday, 2nd February, is the turn of 
Year 3, so any Cuttlefish or Barracudas parents 
who would like to come along, please either 
pop into the office to add your name to the list 
or ring us on 01797 222825 or e-mail on 
office@ryeprimary.co.uk. 
 
We look forward to seeing you! 
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If your child is absent from school please don’t 
be concerned if you receive a phone call from 

your child’s teacher. They are always concerned 
if a child is absent from school and the impact 

this can have on them when they return. 

 This phone call gives you the opportunity to talk 
to your child’s teacher and discuss any learning 

they may have missed. 

Attendance at Rye Community Primary is a real concern and last 
year stood at only 94.4%. To remain a ’Good’ school, as recognised 

by Ofsted, then we must be achieving the national average. You 
know we are a good school, let’s not let our children down by     

allowing attendance to be a judgement against us.    

Children with high attendance will build good friendships, keep up 
with work, have a better understanding of their lessons and are  

going to achieve. This is exactly what we want for your child and all 
of our children at Rye Primary. 

Together we can do this 

 

 

Term Time Holidays 

Last year 1196 sessions were missed from school due to 

holidays being taken in term time.  

This year we will be unable to authorise any term time          
holidays. Leave may only be authorised in exceptional          

circumstances and a meeting with Ms Howard.  

Leave taken without permission is an unauthorised absence and 
will be referred to the Local Authority and may be subject to a 

Penalty Notice Fine. 

 

Our Target for 2017-2018 

This year our target for attendance is 96% or higher, to attain this we really 
need to focus on unauthorised absence. These are occasions the school 
does not consider the absence to be reasonable, such as taking holidays 

which have not been agreed, arriving at school too late to get a mark,    
parents keeping children off school unnecessarily, truancy before the school 

day and any absence which can not be acceptably explained. 

Punctuality is still a concern and we will be contacting parents of all children 

not  arriving at school on time. 

Medical Appointments 

Last year 390 sessions were missed from school due to 
medical appointments including dental and opticians    

appointments. Please ensure every effort is taken to make 
all non-urgent appointments outside of school hours.  

 

Rewards 

We have lots of exciting plans for rewards and 
incentives for parents, children and classes. 

We are looking forward to sharing these with you 
very soon! 

Watch this space!.............. 
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Once again I am pleased to report    
attendance at Rye Primary is up on 

this time last year, attendance         
currently stands at 95.4% compared to 
94.1% for  the same period last year. 
However whilst we realise this is an 
improvement for Rye Primary we are 

below our target. 

Hand washing 

Children are particularly at risk of picking up germs and spreading them to other 
people, hand washing is the simplest and most effective way to help stop the spread 
of germs. Washing your hands properly removes dirt, viruses and bacteria, this 
stops them spreading to other people and objects, which can then spread illnesses 

such as food poisoning, flu or diarrhoea.  

It is important to wash hands: 

 After using the toilet 

 After handling raw foods like chicken , meat and 

vegetables 

 Before eating or handling ready to eat food. 

 After having contact with animals, including pets. 

Please encourage your child to wash their hands      

thoroughly and together we can help minimise the spread of nasty bugs! 

Please can we remind you that if your child has sickness or diarrhoea they need to be kept off for 

school for 48 hours from their last bout of sickness or diarrhoea. 

Class Percentages this year to date 

Minnows 97% 

Sardines 94.5% 

Clownfish 97.7% 

Seahorses 95.9% 

Sea Turtles 95.7% 

Lobsters 95.8% 

Cuttlefish 96% 

Barracudas 95.4% 

Stingrays 94.7% 

Killer Whales 96.3% 

Marlin 93.8% 

Jellyfish 95.1% 

Dolphins 94.2% 

Sharks 93.8% 
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Holidays 

Its that time of year when 
lots of us are planning on 

getting away, please          
remember to book your    

holiday  during the school 
holidays, holiday taken    

during term time not only 
has a negative impact on 

your child’s learning but the 
absence will not be            

authorised and could result 
in a fixed penalty being           

issued 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fcartoon-eyes-McLkpEkca.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fcartoon-eyes&docid=MLlz88_wjgIDuM&tbnid=_34XN3X9LniyzM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiWv5LZwZ_WAhUHIMAKHW
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Pugwash News 

THANK YOU! 

A huge thank you to the families who have donated 

their pre-loved toys. The children are having a   

wonderful time.  

We are continuing to develop our cosy spaces   

within nursery so any spare soft furnishings and fabric would be most 

gratefully received.  We are in most need of: rugs, cushions, bean 

bags, bed canopies and bunting.   

Every day the children in Pugwash Nursery have so 

much fun while they learn how to share, take turns, 

work together and help one another.  How lucky are we 

to have such clever and kind children! 

Rare Breeds Visit 
We are starting to plan our annual Nursery trip to the Rare Breeds 
Centre.  This is one of the highlights of our year and we extend the 

invitation to all Pugwash children and parents.  If you are          
interested in your child attending please let a member of staff 
know; so that we have an idea of numbers for booking             
arrangements.  Look out for further details to follow.  
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Fire Engine Visit 

Our Year 1 children were excited to 
have a real fire engine and firefighters  
visit them at school the other day. 

They found out about the various       
rescues firefighters have to perform and 
the tools they use. 

The children were told how to keep 
themselves safe and what they need to 
do in an emergency. 

A big thank you to the firefighters who 
gave up their time 

 

 

 

 

 

Clownfish and Seahorses had an exciting 
healthy living lesson recently. The children 
learnt what they needed to eat, drink and do 
to keep healthy. 

 

The children enjoyed taking part in an  
energetic journey around the world. They 
learnt where different types of food grow 
and where they come from. 
 
The lessons are being delivered by the East 
Sussex School Health Service and we are 
looking forward to welcoming the team back 
into school over the next few terms to teach 
the children about other health related  
subjects.  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

February 

1st  Triple P—Dealing with Disobedience  parents session 1.00—3.00p.m. 

1st  Y6 Parents SATs Information session—Reading Focus 2.30—3.00p.m. 

5th Online Safety session for parents 1.30—3.00p.m. 

6th  Year 4 Swimming 

6th  Parents Evening 3.50—5.30p.m. 

7th  Term 3 Attendance Reward 

8th  Y6 Parents SATs Information session—Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar 2.30—3.00p.m. 

8th  Parents Evening 3.20—6.00p.m. 

9th  Yellow Day—children may wear yellow—50p donation St Michael’s Hospice 

9th  Last Day of Term 

12th—16th Half Term  

19th  Children return to school  

20th Year 1 Swimming 

22nd  Triple P—Hassle Free Shopping parents session 9.30—11.30a.m. 

26th  Class Photos 

27th  Class Photos 

27th  Year 1 Swimming 

 

March 

6th Year 1 Swimming 

8th  Triple P—Managing Fight and Aggression parents session 9.30—11.30a.m. 

13th Year 1 Swimming 

14th  INSET—School closed to children 

20th  Year 1 Swimming 

26th Year 5 Trip to the Jerwood Gallery 

27th  Year 1 Swimming  

27th  Term 4 Attendance Reward 

28th Reception Parents Writing Workshop 

29th  Spring Fair / Last Day of Term 

Children return after the Easter Break on Monday 16th April  

 

 


