
 

OCTOBER 

NEWSLETTER 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I would like to encourage you this month by sharing one of my favourite extracts with 

you… Happy reading!  

 
Once upon a time, there was an old man who used to go to the ocean to do his writing. He had 

a habit of walking on the beach every morning before he began his work. Early one morning, he was walking 

along the shore after a big storm had passed and found the vast beach littered with starfish as far as the eye 

could see, stretching in both directions.  

Off in the distance, the old man noticed a small boy approaching.  As the boy walked, he paused every so 

often and as he grew closer, the man could see that he was occasionally bending down to pick up an object 

and throw it into the sea.  The boy came closer still and the man called out, “Good morning!  May I ask what 

it is that you are doing?” 

The young boy paused, looked up, and replied “Throwing starfish into the ocean. The tide has washed them 

up onto the beach and they can’t return to the sea by themselves,” the youth replied. “When the sun gets 

high, they will die, unless I throw them back into the water.” 

The old man replied, “But there must be tens of thousands of starfish on this beach. I’m afraid you won’t 

really be able to make much of a difference.” 

The boy bent down, picked up yet another starfish and threw it as far as he could 

into the ocean. Then he turned, smiled and said, “It made a difference to that one!” 

adapted from The Star Thrower, by Loren Eiseley (1907 – 1977) 

 

I am proud to say that every day my staff make a real difference to the lives of the 

children they teach. Pupils and parents make a difference too- this was evident in the 

selfless giving of produce for Harvest- this will make a real tangible difference in the 

lives of those locally who rely on the foodbank. This month have a think about what     

difference you can make in your world… 
 

Miss Martin 

Head of School 

Medication Reminder 

If your child needs medication in school, either short term or long term (such as inhalers) please     
ensure they are not sent into school with your child.  Parents must hand all medication in at the 
office where you will be asked to sign a consent form.  Thank you.  

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0156849097?ie=UTF8&tag=mc_starfish-20&link_code=as3&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=0156849097
https://eventsforchange.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/starfish11.jpg
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If your child is absent from school please don’t 
be concerned if you receive a phone call from 

your child’s teacher. They are always concerned 
if a child is absent from school and the impact 

this can have on them when they return. 

 This phone call gives you the opportunity to talk 
to your child’s teacher and discuss any learning 

they may have missed. 

Attendance at Rye Community Primary is a real concern and last 
year stood at only 94.4%. To remain a ’Good’ school, as recognised 

by Ofsted, then we must be achieving the national average. You 
know we are a good school, let’s not let our children down by     

allowing attendance to be a judgement against us.    

Children with high attendance will build good friendships, keep up 
with work, have a better understanding of their lessons and are  

going to achieve. This is exactly what we want for your child and all 
of our children at Rye Primary. 

Together we can do this 

 

 

Term Time Holidays 

Last year 1196 sessions were missed from school due to 

holidays being taken in term time.  

This year we will be unable to authorise any term time          
holidays. Leave may only be authorised in exceptional          

circumstances and a meeting with Ms Howard.  

Leave taken without permission is an unauthorised absence and 
will be referred to the Local Authority and may be subject to a 

Penalty Notice Fine. 

 

Our Target for 2017-2018 

This year our target for attendance is 96% or higher, to attain this we really 
need to focus on unauthorised absence. These are occasions the school 
does not consider the absence to be reasonable, such as taking holidays 

which have not been agreed, arriving at school too late to get a mark,    
parents keeping children off school unnecessarily, truancy before the school 

day and any absence which can not be acceptably explained. 

Punctuality is still a concern and we will be contacting parents of all children 

not  arriving at school on time. 

Medical Appointments 

Last year 390 sessions were missed from school due to 
medical appointments including dental and opticians    

appointments. Please ensure every effort is taken to make 
all non-urgent appointments outside of school hours.  

 

Rewards 

We have lots of exciting plans for rewards and 
incentives for parents, children and classes. 

We are looking forward to sharing these with you 
very soon! 

Watch this space!.............. 
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Punctuality 

After an excellent start to Term 1 we have noticed that 
children are starting to arrive at school after the doors 
close at 8.45am. Thank you to those of you who have 
been on time. Children need to be in school between 

8.30am and 8.45am. They can settle in class during this 
time and take advantage of the early morning learning 

session.  

We will be contacting parents of any children with more 
than 5 late marks in a term to discuss strategies to help 

with morning routines. 
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Does Your Child Really Need to be Off 

School?  

Here are some guidelines to help you; 

Coughs and Colds: Please send your child to school, 
we will  encourage them to drink plenty of fluids. 

Flu: Until recovered 

Sore throat or Tonsillitis: Please send your child to 
school, we will encourage them to drink plenty of fluids. 
If your child is on antibiotics we will be able to adminis-
ter them at school. 

Diarrhoea and vomiting: Please keep your child at 
home, they may return to school 48hours after their last 
episode of vomiting or diarrhoea. 

Headache, earache and stomach ache: Please send 
your child to school, let the school office know that they 
have felt unwell and we will notify you if their condition 
worsens. If their condition persists then seek medical 
advice. 

Conjunctivitis: Children can attend school. 

Impetigo: Children must stay at home until lesions are 
crusted and healed or 48hours after starting antibiotic 
treatment. 

Head lice: Children can go to school, however, they 
must be treated to prevent further spread.  

Chicken Pox: Children may return to school once all 

vesicles have crusted over. 

Measles and German Measles: Children may return 
to school four days from the onset of the rash. 

Threadworm: Children can go to school, however, 
they must be treated to prevent further spread. 

Mumps: Children may return to school 5 days after the 
onset of swelling  

Scarlet Fever: Children may return to school 24hours 
after starting appropriate antibiotic treatment. 

  

 

Please encourage your child to wash their 

hands using soap and water after using the 

toilet, before eating or  handling food and 

after handling  animals. 

A huge well done to all our parents that have supported the school’s 
focus on attendA huge well done to all our parents that have supported 
the school’s focus on attendance, it is making a huge difference. We do 

still have a few pupils not attending school as well as they could, or 
being kept off  for being ‘under the weather’. Our advice would always 

be to send them to school, where we will keep a close eye on them and 
follow school procedures, if your child needs to be sent home. We 

know your child and we would call you if your child was unwell. 

Parking Issues 

Please be mindful when using the car 
park.  There have been numerous     
issues just lately with cars parked along 
the double yellow lines making it        
impossible for the buses to manoeuvre 
round. 

Thank you.  

Scooters and Bikes 

If your child comes to school on a bike 
or scooter they must get off and walk 
through the gate to the bicycle shelter.  
We are sure you can appreciate that it 
causes difficulties if children are riding 
their bikes / scooters on the premises 
when children and adults are coming 
into school. After school, children are not 
allowed to ride bikes and scooters until 
they are out of the school gates.  
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Class Percentages 

4th September until  

24th October 

Minnows 96%  

Sardines  94.4% 

Clownfish  97.3% 

Seahorses  95.8% 

Sea Turtles  96.6% 

Lobsters  97.6% 

Cuttlefish  96.4% 

Barracudas  95% 

Stingrays  94.3% 

Orcas 96.8%  

Marlin 95.2% 

Jellyfish  93.9%  

Dolphins  94.2% 

Sharks 95% 
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Traffic Light Letters 

We are pleased that many parents appreciated the letter 
with details of  their child’s attendance this term.  

If your child receives a red letter this is because their 
attendance  has fallen to 95% or below, you may be 

invited to an Attendance Improvement Meeting. 

If your child receives an amber letter this is because 
their attendance is currently between 95% and 97% and 

could become a cause for concern. 

If your child receives a green letter this is because their 
attendance is 97% or higher, this is exactly where it 

should be– Well done. 

We will be continuing to send these letters each term 
and would like to thank you for your continued support. 

Rather than posting your grievances on social media, if you would like to 
discuss your child’s attendance or any other school related matter then 
please contact the school office to arrange an appointment to discuss. 

Whole School attendance currently 

stands at 95.6% 

This is an improvement on last year when 

attendance stood at 95.3% 

 

Green Footsteps 

Hopefully you are aware that once again we have signed up to take part in the 
Walk to School initiative, this is to encourage green journeys to school and help 

to create a healthier and safer environment around school.  

 We hope you will join us by walking, scooting or biking into school on  
Wednesday 6th November.  

Please join in helping us to remove cars from the roads, by walking, scooting, biking or coming into 
school using public transport. 

We will be holding our first attendance draw of  
the year on the first week back after half term. 

The Kino Cinema have been kind enough to    
sponsor our attendance reward once again and 
have provided 4 tickets to watch a film.  

We will looking forward to celebrating all our    
children with 100% attendance in the new term. 

Attendance Reward 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fcartoon-eyes-McLkpEkca.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fcartoon-eyes&docid=MLlz88_wjgIDuM&tbnid=_34XN3X9LniyzM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiWv5LZwZ_WAhUHIMAKHW
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjQ3ITg7afjAhXo0eAKHW71CbEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rsaacademy.org%2Fparents%2Fattendance%2F&psig=AOvVaw2WuQGR552zmBmziuXQnabu&ust=1562762189367391
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Harvest Celebrations 
The whole school celebrated Harvest Festival recently.  
We were very pleased to welcome Cannon Frost from   
St Mary's church in Rye who talked to us 
about harvesting crops and the importance 
of  water in order for the crops to grow.  He 
also talked about giving to others and about 
the generous donations brought in by the     
children which was forwarded to local food-
banks. 
 
Thank you to those who kindly donated, we 
have received a lovely letter of thanks from 
the treasurer of the foodbank.  

Pebble Painting 
As many of you will know, our children have been paint-
ing pebbles for the RNLI to commemorate the Mary Stan-
ford Lifeboat disaster. The pebbles depict nautical de-
signs such as, the Mary Stanford, sea creatures or the 
number 17 to mark the number of lives lost in the trage-
dy. 
Along with other pebbles painted by the local community 
these pebbles will soon become a colourful pavement, a 
vivid reminder, with a grand opening on 2nd November at 
11.00a.m. 
 
Here is just a very small selection of the amazing artwork 
produced by our children. 

Budding Firefighters 
Clownfish and Seahorses thoroughly enjoyed 
their visit from the local firefighters recently. 
The children got to use the firefighter’s spe-
cial equipment and try on their uniform. They 
also learnt about the role of a firefighter. 
The highlight of the visit was when they got to 
use the firefighter’s hose and sit in the fire   
engine. 
In the afternoon Clownfish and Seahorses 
produced some beautiful writing on what 
makes a firefighter a superhero. 
 
We think we have a few future firefighters in 
Year 1. 
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Rosie’s Walk… 
The children in Pugwash have been focusing 
on the story, Rosie’s Walk where they have 
been learning some new vocabulary on  
positional language.   
 

Pugwash News 

Autumn Walk 
Pugwash children have been learning about Au-
tumn.  They went on a walk to find conkers.  When 
they returned they talked about them and felt how 
smooth they were, before painting the conkers to 
make pictures! 

Pugwash Parents Evening  
 
We are holding a parents evening for 
all nursery children on Wednesday 
13th November from 3.30-5.30. 
Please speak to your child's key    
person to make an appointment. 

Nursery Photos   
The photographer will be in Pugwash on the morning of Monday 18th November 
to take individual photos, so please bring your child along for these. If it is a    
session that your child already attends then we will be able to take them for their 
photo. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year 
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Term 2 

4th Nov Children return from Half Term 

5th Nov  Y1 Swimming & Y6 Lifesaving 

6th Nov  One World Day—Minnows, Sardines & Pugwash 

7 / 8th Nov Poppies for sale in classes 

11—14th Nov Individual / family photographs 

14th Nov Preparing for Christmas on a budget—parents course 

12th Nov Y1 Swimming & Y6 Lifesaving 

15th Nov Children in Need 

18th Nov Nursery photographs 

19th Nov Y1 Swimming & Y6 Lifesaving     

21st Nov  Preparing for Christmas on a budget  - parents course 

25—28 Nov Clubs Assemblies  

26th Nov Y1 Swimming & Y6 Lifesaving 

28th Nov Preparing for Christmas on a budge—parents course 

3rd Dec  Y1 Swimming & Y6 Lifesaving 

5th Dec  Preparing for Christmas on a budget—parents course 

6th Dec  Y4/5 Carol Singing at Rye College p.m. 

10th Dec Y1 Swimming & Y6 Lifesaving 

11th Dec  KS1 Nativity 9.30a.m. & 6.00p.m. 

12th Dec Flu Vaccinations  

13th Dec Dick Whittington—Panto in school 

13th Dec Pugwash Parent Consultations 

17th Dec  Foundation Stage Christmas Performance 2.00p.m. 

18th Dec Christmas dinner and class parties 

20th Dec Last day of term 

23rd December—3rd January—Christmas Holiday 

 

Term 3 

6th Jan  Inset Day—School closed to children 

7th Jan  Y3 & Y4 Swimming 

11th Feb Parent Consultations 3.30—5.30p.m. 

13th Feb Parent Consultations 3.30—5.30p.m. 

14th Jan Y3 & Y4 Swimming 

21st Jan  Y3 & Y4 Swimming 

28th Jan Y3 & Y4 Swimming 

4th Feb  Y3 & Y4 Swimming 

11th Feb Y3 & Y4 Swimming 

17th February—21st February—Half Term 
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Term 4 

25th Feb Y5 & YR Swimming 

3rd March Y5 & YR Swimming 

5th March World Book Day 

10th March Y5 & YR Swimming 

17th March  Y5 & YR Swimming 

24th March  Y5 & YR Swimming 

31st March Y5 & YR Swimming 

6th April—17th April—Easter Holiday 

 

Term 5 

20th April  Inset Day—School closed to children  

3rd May Bank Holiday—School closed to children 

11—15th May KS2 SATs 

25th May—29th May—Half Term 

 

Term 6 

8-12th June Phonic Screening— Y1 (+ Y2 retakes) 

8-12th June  Compulsory Times Table Checks—Y4 

15-19th June Aspirations Week 

9th July  Open Evening   

13-17th July Y6 Residential Week 

21st July Last Day of Academic Year 

22nd July  Inset Day 

 

Reception’s Doughy Experience! 
 
Sardines and Minnows children had a go at making 
their very own bread rolls, carefully following The 
Little Red Hens's very own recipe! 
The children had to gather the equipment and     
carefully weigh and measure the ingredients before     
mixing the dough and leaving it to 'grow' in a warm 
dark place. 
The children made their roll in groups over 4 days 
and each got to take their freshly baked roll home to 
enjoy! 


