
 

 

 

"Yes we can".  

First of all I would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a healthy and happy New 

Year.  

We have a tradition in our house; Sunday evenings in December are Christmas film nights; 

so far we have watched all three Nativity films. The lyrics from the song "yes, we can" from the 

second film "Danger in the Manger" really struck a chord with me and spoke to me about 

how we can work together to approach the new year on our return to school in January.    

"yes we can climb the mountain 

if we all share the load 

yes we can reach the summit 

at the end of the road 

if we lift our hearts to heaven 

and reach out for the stars 

yes we can climb the mountain 

cause the mountain is ours 

the mountain is ours" 

Our school vision is to "dream, believe and achieve" this song reflects our vision as we want to 

encourage our children to reach out for the stars, to believe that the stars are theirs and are 

within their reach if they work hard and believe in themselves, that they can achieve great 

things.  

As we look forward to our return in January we would ask that you would join us in support-

ing and encouraging this vision with your children. Talk to them about their dreams and 

encourage them to work hard and believe that they can achieve them. Help you child to read 

widely and develop a love of learning in the world around them, encourage them with 

homework and please talk to us if there is anything we can do to support you and your fami-

ly with this.  

We shall look forward to working with you even closer to ensure our children become moun-

tain climbers and star catchers!  

Kelly Martin—Head of School 
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ATTENTION ALL PARENTS OF CHILDREN 
STARTING SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

Please note that the deadline for4+ applications is 15th January 2021.   

For further information schools and/or parents should contact admissions@eastsussex.gov.uk 

A massive thank you to Garden Gems for kindly donating a Christmas Tree to the children.  
The Year 6 children had a great time decorating it and it is now pride of place inside our main 
entrance. 

We were so pleased to see so many of the children and staff coming in today wearing their 
Christmas Jumpers in aid of Save the Children.  Please go to the Save the Children website if 
you would still like to donate. 
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RECEPTION 

Minnows and Sardines have had a wonderful term celebrating difference and learning the 
story of Elmer. 

Mrs Smith even bought Elmer in to visit us! 

The children in Forest School have been learning how to use the tools safely.  

 PUGWASH 

We have been getting in the festive spirit over the last few weeks at Pugwash! 

The children have been busy making Christmas decorations, practicing Christmas singing, wrap-
ping presents in the Christmas workshop, writing letters to Santa and exploring sensory tuff trays. 

The children have been making excellent progress at Forest School and have even started to 
learn to use some tools to make their own Christmas decorations. 

Reminder for the Pugwash Christmas party on Wednesday 16th December that all children are 
invited to join from 1.00pm. 

You will soon get some information about how to watch our Christmas performance, please also 
check Class Dojo as we are going to be recording some more Christmas songs for you to watch 
on there. 

School application reminder - Please remember that the deadline for applying for a school place 
for your child is 15th January. This can be completed via the following link  

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/admissions/infant/ 

Please speak to Katie if you need any help with this. 
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   YEAR1/2 

Clownfish enjoyed their R.E. day learning about the Christmas story and Christingle . They retold 
the Christmas story in their own words. They also discussed how they prepare for Christmas. The 
highlight of their day was learning about Christingles and making their own Christingles to take 
home. 

  YEAR 3/4 

Year 3 and 4 have been working hard building electronic games for their DT day. We investigated 
how an operation game worked, then designed our own. It was tricky getting the electronic parts 
right, but we managed to get a fair few games to work. Well done everyone.  
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           FOREST SCHOOL 

Term 2 was Cuttlefish Class and their topic was “Burps, Bile and Bottoms” (focusing on 
the digestive system)! 

The children had a great time searching for worms to make a worm garden. 

They had to put 2 layers of soil, grass and vegetable scraps. Next they placed the worms 
on top, leaving the worms in a cold dark place. The 2nd week the worms started to work 
their magic and turn some of the layers into pure brown soil.  
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If your child is absent from school please don’t 
be concerned if you receive a phone call from 

your child’s teacher. They are always concerned 
if a child is absent from school and the impact 

this can have on them when they return. 

 This phone call gives you the opportunity to talk 
to your child’s teacher and discuss any learning 

they may have missed. 

Attendance at Rye Community Primary is a real concern and last 
year stood at only 94.4%. To remain a ’Good’ school, as recognised 

by Ofsted, then we must be achieving the national average. You 
know we are a good school, let’s not let our children down by     

allowing attendance to be a judgement against us.    

Children with high attendance will build good friendships, keep up 
with work, have a better understanding of their lessons and are  

going to achieve. This is exactly what we want for your child and all 
of our children at Rye Primary. 

Together we can do this 

 

 

Term Time Holidays 

Last year 1196 sessions were missed from school due to 
holidays being taken in term time.  

This year we will be unable to authorise any term time          
holidays. Leave may only be authorised in exceptional          

circumstances and a meeting with Ms Howard.  

Leave taken without permission is an unauthorised absence and 
will be referred to the Local Authority and may be subject to a 

Penalty Notice Fine. 

 

Our Target for 2017-2018 

This year our target for attendance is 96% or higher, to attain this we really 
need to focus on unauthorised absence. These are occasions the school 
does not consider the absence to be reasonable, such as taking holidays 

which have not been agreed, arriving at school too late to get a mark,    
parents keeping children off school unnecessarily, truancy before the school 

day and any absence which can not be acceptably explained. 

Punctuality is still a concern and we will be contacting parents of all children 
not  arriving at school on time. 

Medical Appointments 

Last year 390 sessions were missed from school due to 
medical appointments including dental and opticians    

appointments. Please ensure every effort is taken to make 
all non-urgent appointments outside of school hours.  

 

Rewards 

We have lots of exciting plans for rewards and 
incentives for parents, children and classes. 

We are looking forward to sharing these with you 
very soon! 

Watch this space!.............. 
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Punctuality 

After an excellent start to Term 1 we have noticed that 
children are starting to arrive at school after the doors 
close at 8.45am. Thank you to those of you who have 
been on time. Children need to be in school between 

8.30am and 8.45am. They can settle in class during this 
time and take advantage of the early morning learning 

session.  

We will be contacting parents of any children with more 
than 5 late marks in a term to discuss strategies to help 

with morning routines. 

 

 

Page 6 

Does Your Child Really Need to be Off 
School?  

Here are some guidelines to help you; 

Coughs and Colds: Please send your child to 
school, we will  encourage them to drink plenty of flu-
ids. 

Flu: Until recovered 

Sore throat or Tonsillitis: Please send your child to 
school, we will encourage them to drink plenty of fluids. 
If your child is on antibiotics we will be able to adminis-
ter them at school. 

Diarrhoea and vomiting: Please keep your child at 
home, they may return to school 48hours after their last 
episode of vomiting or diarrhoea. 

Headache, earache and stomach ache: Please send 
your child to school, let the school office know that they 
have felt unwell and we will notify you if their condition 
worsens. If their condition persists then seek medical 
advice. 

Conjunctivitis: Children can attend school. 

Impetigo: Children must stay at home until lesions 
are crusted and healed or 48hours after starting antibi-
otic treatment. 

Head lice: Children can go to school, however, they 
must be treated to prevent further spread.  

Chicken Pox: Children may return to school once 
all vesicles have crusted over. 

Measles and German Measles: Children may return 
to school four days from the onset of the rash. 

Threadworm: Children can go to school, however, 
they must be treated to prevent further spread. 

Mumps: Children may return to school 5 days after 
the onset of swelling  

Scarlet Fever: Children may return to school 24hours 
after starting appropriate antibiotic treatment. 

  

 Please encourage your child to wash their 

hands using soap and water after using the 

toilet, before eating or  handling food and 

after handling  animals. 

  

A huge well done to all our parents that have supported the school’s 
focus on attendA huge well done to all our parents that have supported 
the school’s focus on attendance, it is making a huge difference. We do 

still have a few pupils not attending school as well as they could, or 
being kept off  for being ‘under the weather’. Our advice would always 

be to send them to school, where we will keep a close eye on them and 
follow school procedures, if your child needs to be sent home. We 

know your child and we would call you if your child was unwell. 

Parking Issues 

Please be mindful when using the car 
park.  There have been numerous     
issues just lately with cars parked along 
the double yellow lines making it        
impossible for the buses to manoeuvre 
round. 

Thank you.  

Scooters and Bikes 

If your child comes to school on a bike 
or scooter they must get off and walk 
through the gate to the bicycle shelter.  
We are sure you can appreciate that it 
causes difficulties if children are riding 
their bikes / scooters on the premises 
when children and adults are coming 
into school. After school, children are not 
allowed to ride bikes and scooters until 
they are out of the school gates.  
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This year when we are reporting on absence the figure we 
are using does not include any children isolating due to 

COVID-19, any comparison will be a like-for-like reflection. 

 

 

 Class Percentages 

3rd September-11th December 

Minnows 97.6% 

Sardines 94.1% 

Clown Fish 96.3% 

Seahorses 93.6% 

Sea Turtle 94.5% 

Barracudas 94.8% 

Cuttlefish 97.3% 

Orcas               95.2% 

Sharks               93.3% 

Dolphins 94.7% 

Marlin               95.4% 

Jelly Fish 94.8% 

 

Attendance this year currently stands at 95.1%, this is exactly 
the same as the same period last year. 

  Punctuality 

We have noticed an increase in children arriving into school after 
8.45am, these children are then registered as late and although a 
late mark, before 9am, won’t necessarily affect their attendance it 
will disrupt the class when they arrive late.  

Please make the most of the early morning learning sessions,   

To be able to help parents to get their children into school on time, 
starting next term we will be asking the reason for lateness, if a 
child comes into school on their own then we will contact their  
parents directly. If you need any help with morning routines please 
speak to Alison Homewood our Family Liaison Officer. 

If your child arrives at school after 9am this is classed as an     
unauthorised late and will effect your child's attendance. 

We will look forward to seeing you all back at school on  

Tuesday 5th January 
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