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LI: To know the features of a non-fiction text
· I can recognise the main heading, introduction, subheading and topic of an information text (non-chronological report)
· I talk about what I have listened to. (Band 1/2 - Comprehension)
· I can explain my understanding of texts which have been read to me. (Band 1/2 - Comprehension)
· I can enjoy and understand books by listening to and talking about non-fiction books that I can’t read myself (Band 2 – Comprehension)
[image: ]Can you find any of these features on other non-fiction texts?  Perhaps you have animal books at home?
	Note to parents:
Non-fiction is factual writing.
In the first two weeks of term, we will be learning about writing information texts.  
These are also known as non-chronological reports as they writing doesn’t necessarily follow a sequence of events in the same way a story does. 

The purpose of today’s learning is to recognise the layout and features of an information text and understand that these parts can be seen in many kinds of non-chronologic reports.  This is explained further in the PowerPoint audio that accompanies the lesson.

The texts have been chosen as they relate to our topic and demonstrate the key features.  They can be read aloud, even summarised to match your child’s understanding.  They don’t all need to be read.  You may also have some non-fiction books at home that can be explored and enjoyed for the features too. 

Almost all the learning will be done through talking and exploring texts.  For this reason, you may not feel that you need to print out all, if any, of today’s sheets. 



We are going to use these shapes to help us to learn about information texts.
[image: ]            [image: ]                  [image: ]Topic
Key information that you want to know.
Thinking Question
Sometimes there is a question to make you think.
It may begin with, 
“Did you know that...?”	or,
“Can you think of...”
Sub-Heading
Main Heading
This is the main title of the page
Introduction
This tells what the page is about.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Can you find these features in the information texts?
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[image: ]This is from an interactive webpage.  It’s worth a look!  When you click on the red dot, the topic writing appears.
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/castles/
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What is a castle? 2

Raulers built castles between about 1,100 and
500 years ago, in Europe and parts of Asia
Their massive stone towers loomed over places
from valleys to seashores. Castles were built for
defence but were also home to many people
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A Guide for Children
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Your tour starts here

This guide tells you about the castle when
Sir Edward and Lady Dalyngrigge lived here.

It was full of soldiers and servants and their
families. Bodiam was home to hundreds of
people - even children.

Anyone arriving at the castle had to
cross over the moat on a wide wooden
bridge. This went across the front of
the castle walls where guards were
always on the look-out

The moat around the castle made it
impossible for enemies to dig under
or climb over the walls

The moat is____ paces wide.

This gatehouse was protected by.
« a hinged drawbridge

© a tower with two portcullises
o two slide drawbridges

« a heavy wooden gate

TAKE A LOOK

Can you see the slits in the wall
Have a look through them.

Why are the slits narrow on the

outside and wide on the inside!

Can you see the murder holes
roof of the gatehouse? Soldiers di
all kinds of horrible things dow
their attackers to get rid of
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Coats of Arms

Look up on the gatehouse wall to see
the coats of arms and a helmet with a
unicorn. The unicorn was Sir Edward’s
badge and he wore a helmet like this

Imagine your own coat of arms. You
can draw it in the empty shield.

Boiling water

Red hot sand
Cheese sandwiches
Rocks

Horse manure

Why are the slits narrow on the
outside and wide on the inside?

Old bridge Can you see the murder holes in the

roof of the gatehouse? Soldiers dropped
all kinds of horrible things down onto
their attackers to get rid of them.

What nasty surprises do you think
soldiers threw down onto the enemy?
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The Towers

The castle towers stick out
from the walls. This made
it easy for defenders to
shoot anyone trying to
climb up. The corner
towers are round so |
rocks fired from 3
catapults outside
bounced off!

Where to?
Go up the staircase

on the left, inside
the gatehouse.

As you climb up 8
you'll see the stairs
turn clockwise. Some
people think that this was
5o right-handed attackers
wouldn’t be able to poke
their swords and spears
around the bend, but a
defender coming down the
stairs would find it easy.

What do you think?

4
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The Battlements

Imagine you're a guard on look-out
duty. You've got a great view of the
countryside.

Do you think it would be easy to spot
an enemy marching to attack Bodiam
Castle?

Where now?

22> Continue over the battlements.

As you walk down, look out for the
window with the shutters. These kept
the castle warm and protected.
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bkl findout!

Castles =

A medieval castle was the fortified home of an
important person, such as a lord or king. The
medieval period, also called the Middle Ages,
lasted from the 5th century CE to the end of
the 15th century. During this time, many
castles were built in Europe and the Middle
East. They ranged from simple wooden
enclosures to vast stone palaces. A castle
allowed a lord to control the surrounding land.
It also kept his family and riches safe from
rivals while he was away at war, fightingas a
knight for the king. Forts were not the same as
castles. While soldiers might sleep in them,
forts were never used as private homes.
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