
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 

NEWSLETTER 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The Joy of Christmas 

Christmas is a time of celebration for most of us. It is usually something we look forward to, whether we are 
an early planner and everything is all wrapped up by August or whether we only start to think about Christ-
mas when school has broken up a few days before the main event! There is usually a sense of expectation, 
of waiting for this main event; whether that is opening presents, eating Christmas dinner or singing loudly at 
the local carol service. Whatever main event you are looking forward to, don’t forget to find the joy in the 
simple things that lead up to this or follow it in the days to come… Try and find the joy in untangling the 
Christmas lights, even though you know you really did put them away properly last year!  Find the joy in the 
cat walking all over the wrapping paper as you are trying to wrap the presents. Find the joy in persuading 
your children to try a Brussel spout! Find the joy in walking off the Christmas food on Boxing day! Find the 
joy in playing the same board game every day until term starts again! When we realise that life is made up 
of ordinary moments, we begin to understand the need to find joy in these ordinary, everyday things. The 
everyday things above also remind us that even though at times these same things can also be a cause of 
frustration in our fast paced world, we can choose joy in those moments; tangled Christmas lights, ripped 
wrapping paper, fussy eaters after hours spent in the kitchen really mean that we have a lot to be grateful 
for, a home to decorate, presents to wrap and food to eat! What better time of year to be grateful for the 
small things in life and find the joy!  This is the time of year that Christians believe we were given a precious 
gift in the form of baby Jesus, who would bring Joy to the world.  I hope this Christmas, Joy is the overriding 
emotion in your homes and that you will experience JOY in all its fullness during this festive time and the 
years beyond. I hope you will find yourselves happier than a seagull with a stolen chip- which in Rye is quite 
common!  

Every Christmas Blessing  

Miss Martin – Head of School.  

Early Years Foundation Stage Christmas Performance 

Minnows, Sardines and Pugwash nursery delighted their families with their  
performance of Shine Star Shine. A story of a star that has lost its shine... 
thankfully on the day, all of the children shone like the stars that they are, 
with huge amounts of confidence and joy in their hearts. We are so very 
grateful for the parents who supported by providing costumes and practicing 
lines.  

The first Christmas at “big school” is magical, the children have been 
so excited; decorating their classrooms, making cards and presents for 
home, rehearsing for their performance, watching the panto.  On 
Wednesday after enjoying a delicious Christmas dinner the children 
had Christmas parties back in class, lots of dancing, games and treats. 
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If your child is absent from school please don’t 
be concerned if you receive a phone call from 

your child’s teacher. They are always concerned 
if a child is absent from school and the impact 

this can have on them when they return. 

 This phone call gives you the opportunity to talk 
to your child’s teacher and discuss any learning 

they may have missed. 

Attendance at Rye Community Primary is a real concern and last 
year stood at only 94.4%. To remain a ’Good’ school, as recognised 

by Ofsted, then we must be achieving the national average. You 
know we are a good school, let’s not let our children down by     

allowing attendance to be a judgement against us.    

Children with high attendance will build good friendships, keep up 
with work, have a better understanding of their lessons and are  

going to achieve. This is exactly what we want for your child and all 
of our children at Rye Primary. 

Together we can do this 

 

 

Term Time Holidays 

Last year 1196 sessions were missed from school due to 

holidays being taken in term time.  

This year we will be unable to authorise any term time          
holidays. Leave may only be authorised in exceptional          

circumstances and a meeting with Ms Howard.  

Leave taken without permission is an unauthorised absence and 
will be referred to the Local Authority and may be subject to a 

Penalty Notice Fine. 

 

Our Target for 2017-2018 

This year our target for attendance is 96% or higher, to attain this we really 
need to focus on unauthorised absence. These are occasions the school 
does not consider the absence to be reasonable, such as taking holidays 

which have not been agreed, arriving at school too late to get a mark,    
parents keeping children off school unnecessarily, truancy before the school 

day and any absence which can not be acceptably explained. 

Punctuality is still a concern and we will be contacting parents of all children 

not  arriving at school on time. 

Medical Appointments 

Last year 390 sessions were missed from school due to 
medical appointments including dental and opticians    

appointments. Please ensure every effort is taken to make 
all non-urgent appointments outside of school hours.  

 

Rewards 

We have lots of exciting plans for rewards and 
incentives for parents, children and classes. 

We are looking forward to sharing these with you 
very soon! 

Watch this space!.............. 
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Punctuality 

After an excellent start to Term 1 we have noticed that 
children are starting to arrive at school after the doors 
close at 8.45am. Thank you to those of you who have 
been on time. Children need to be in school between 

8.30am and 8.45am. They can settle in class during this 
time and take advantage of the early morning learning 

session.  

We will be contacting parents of any children with more 
than 5 late marks in a term to discuss strategies to help 

with morning routines. 
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Does Your Child Really Need to be Off 

School?  

Here are some guidelines to help you; 

Coughs and Colds: Please send your child to school, 
we will  encourage them to drink plenty of fluids. 

Flu: Until recovered 

Sore throat or Tonsillitis: Please send your child to 
school, we will encourage them to drink plenty of fluids. 
If your child is on antibiotics we will be able to adminis-
ter them at school. 

Diarrhoea and vomiting: Please keep your child at 
home, they may return to school 48hours after their last 
episode of vomiting or diarrhoea. 

Headache, earache and stomach ache: Please send 
your child to school, let the school office know that they 
have felt unwell and we will notify you if their condition 
worsens. If their condition persists then seek medical 
advice. 

Conjunctivitis: Children can attend school. 

Impetigo: Children must stay at home until lesions are 
crusted and healed or 48hours after starting antibiotic 
treatment. 

Head lice: Children can go to school, however, they 
must be treated to prevent further spread.  

Chicken Pox: Children may return to school once all 

vesicles have crusted over. 

Measles and German Measles: Children may return 
to school four days from the onset of the rash. 

Threadworm: Children can go to school, however, 
they must be treated to prevent further spread. 

Mumps: Children may return to school 5 days after the 
onset of swelling  

Scarlet Fever: Children may return to school 24hours 
after starting appropriate antibiotic treatment. 

  

 

Please encourage your child to wash their 

hands using soap and water after using the 

toilet, before eating or  handling food and 

after handling  animals. 

A huge well done to all our parents that have supported the school’s 
focus on attendA huge well done to all our parents that have supported 
the school’s focus on attendance, it is making a huge difference. We do 

still have a few pupils not attending school as well as they could, or 
being kept off  for being ‘under the weather’. Our advice would always 

be to send them to school, where we will keep a close eye on them and 
follow school procedures, if your child needs to be sent home. We 

know your child and we would call you if your child was unwell. 

Parking Issues 

Please be mindful when using the car 
park.  There have been numerous     
issues just lately with cars parked along 
the double yellow lines making it        
impossible for the buses to manoeuvre 
round. 

Thank you.  

Scooters and Bikes 

If your child comes to school on a bike 
or scooter they must get off and walk 
through the gate to the bicycle shelter.  
We are sure you can appreciate that it 
causes difficulties if children are riding 
their bikes / scooters on the premises 
when children and adults are coming 
into school. After school, children are not 
allowed to ride bikes and scooters until 
they are out of the school gates.  
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Class Percentages 

4th September until  

19th December 

Minnows 94.7%  

Sardines  93.7% 

Clownfish  96.5% 

Seahorses  95.3% 

Sea Turtles  95.3% 

Lobsters  95.9% 

Cuttlefish  96.2% 

Barracudas  94.1% 

Stingrays  94.5% 

Orcas 93.4%  

Marlin 95.1% 

Jellyfish  93.4%  

Dolphins  94.5% 

Sharks 94.7% 
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Whole School attendance currently 

stands at 94.8% 

This is lower than last year when          

attendance stood at 95.4% 

A

 

 

Within the local area there have been a few cases of the Norovirus, we would 
like parents to be aware of the symptoms and treatment.  
Please remember if your child does have sickness or diarrhoea then they need 
to stay off school for 48hrs from their last bout of sickness or diarrhoea. 
 
Norovirus, also called the “winter vomiting bug”, is a stomach bug that causes    
vomiting and diarrhoea. It can be very unpleasant, but usually goes away in about 2 
days. 
 

The main symptoms of norovirus are:  
Feeling sick (nausea) 
Diarrhoea 
Being sick (vomiting) 
 
You may also have:  
A high temperature of 38C or above 
A headache 
Aching arms and legs.  
The symptoms start suddenly within 1 to 2 days of being infected.  
 

How to treat norovirus yourself  
You can usually treat yourself or your child at home.  
You should start to feel better in 2 to 3 days.  
Information:  
Read about how to treat diarrhoea and vomiting in children and adults  
Stay off school or work until the symptoms have stopped for 2 days. Also avoid  
visiting anyone in hospital during this time; this is when you're most infectious.  
 

How norovirus is spread  

Norovirus can spread very easily.  
You can catch norovirus from:  
Close contact with someone with norovirus 
Touching surfaces or objects that have the virus on them, then touching your mouth  
Eating food that's been prepared or handled by someone with norovirus 
 

Washing your hands frequently with soap and water is the best way to stop it 
spreading. Alcohol hand gels do not kill norovirus. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fcartoon-eyes-McLkpEkca.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fcartoon-eyes&docid=MLlz88_wjgIDuM&tbnid=_34XN3X9LniyzM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiWv5LZwZ_WAhUHIMAKHW
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjQ3ITg7afjAhXo0eAKHW71CbEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rsaacademy.org%2Fparents%2Fattendance%2F&psig=AOvVaw2WuQGR552zmBmziuXQnabu&ust=1562762189367391
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KS1 Performance 
It simply wouldn't be Christmas without the key 
stage one Nativity!  They spent a busy week   
rehearsing before acting, singing and dancing 
their way through two wonderful performances 
for the parents and friends of our school.  Clown-
fish   really dressed the part of super sparkling 
stars, Sea Horses were our amazing angels and 
our year 2 classes, Sea Turtles and Lobsters, 
played the main Nativity roles. We want to say a 
special well done to the children, who sang, 
danced and acted their hearts out. They really 
rose to the  occasion, reminding us all of the true 
reason we celebrate Christmas. 

KS2 Performance 
A big “well done” to all of the children who took part in the Rye Community Primary Christmas  
Carol Concert. Family members were treated to live piano music, upon entering St Mary’s Church, 
played by one of our teachers, Mr Neville. He also accompanied the children singing their carols.  
 
All children sang ‘Once in Royal David’s City’, followed by Year 4 singing and signing ‘Silent Night’.  
Year 3 performed a beautiful rendition of ‘Away in a Manger’, with Year 5 and 6 jointly singing 
‘Hark the Herald Angel Sings’. ‘We Three Kings of Orient are’ was a clear favourite with all of the 
children. The concert ended with a Rye Primary ‘We Wish You a Merry Christmas’ and our all-time 
favourite: ‘Jingle Bell Rock’.  
 
Everyone left the church with a smile on their face, clearly having enjoyed the tunes. Even the  
pigeon in the rafters must have had a great time, because he stayed quietly in his hideout through-
out the concert.  



 
 
 
 

 
 

     
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Lantern Parade 
We were delighted to be able to take part in the 
lantern parade this year and a range of children 
from across key stage two enjoyed a workshop 
with the Radiator Arts team; designing and  
making marvellous lanterns. Mrs Isted, the  
children and their parents led the procession with 
the other local schools and Father Christmas, as 
part of the Christmas in Rye festival. 

Clubs Event 
We would like to say a huge thank you to the local clubs 
who have visited Rye Primary for our Clubs Assemblies 
recently.  
Moovers and Groovers came in on the Monday and really 
got the week going with everyone up and moving! This 
was followed by Splitz Dance Academy with Mae  
showing us her modern solo, Beau dancing a ballet solo 
and Belle demonstrating her gymnastic skills. 
Martin Blincow joined us on Tuesday and with the help of 
an interview with Luca explained what the children could 
expect if they joined Rye Cricket Club. Rye Dance Centre 
followed this with some amazing demonstrations covering 
a range of dances including ballet, lyrical and modern. 
Thursday morning we welcomed Lynn from Wild Watch 
which is a nature club based at Rye Harbour Nature Re-
serve. She told the children what the club entails and 
showed them some of the treasures which the children 
who attend the club have found; including a badger’s 
skull and mermaid’s purse! The final visit was from  
Denise for Canton Martial Arts, who gave us a very  
energetic demonstration. Volunteers joined Denise to 
demonstrate the different kicks and moves! 

Rye Community Primary Singing Club  
 
We have had a very busy and successful term. The children, led by Mrs Ham, 
have been performing lots of festive songs at many community events such as 
Christmas in Rye, Playden WI Christmas party, Badgers Gate retirement home 
and Little Gems Garden Centre. At the beginning of December, the children  
represented Rye Community Primary as part of East Sussex Big Sing,  
performing at the White Rock, as part of a choir of 200 children from other local 
schools. They shone centre stage and Miss Martin and Mrs Isted were very 
proud to be watching them represent our school so well!   For information on the 
singing club please contact Mrs Isted. 
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Forest School Party 
Pugwash children had a Christmas party during a recent Forest School lesson.  The  
children searched for the chocolate Father Christmas treats that the giant elves had hidden 
for them.  
 
They then had party food and made the Christmas reindeer some magic food that will 
guide them to our houses. We had fun playing in the muddy puddles and colouring the 
trees with chalk. 

Pugwash News 

Independent Learning / Healthy Snacks 
The children have been developing their independence by making their own snack and even  
washing up their plates and cups afterwards.  
 
Healthy Lunchboxes - We are seeing an increasing amount of sweet treats in children's  
lunchboxes. Please ensure that you pack healthy items and limit treats to only 1 item. 

Enormous Turnip Learning  
The children have been 
continuing with learning 
their core text of 'The  
Enormous Turnip'. They 
have been developing their 
mathematical understand-
ing by learning about size 
and have been learning 
vocabulary to describe 
measurements. 

 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and welcome you all back on  

Tuesday 7th January. 

Christmas Preparations  
All of the children have been 
very busy practising for their 
nativity and have been very 
excited about Christmas. They 
have completed lots of     
Christmas craft activities, as 
well as writing 
their letters to 
Santa. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year 
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23rd December—3rd January—Christmas Holiday 

Term 3 

6th Jan  Inset Day—School closed to children 

7th Jan  1st Day of Term 

7th Jan  Y3 & Y4 Swimming 

14th Jan Y3 & Y4 Swimming 

16th Jan Crafty English Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 

16th Jan  KS1 Phonics SATs Event—Time TBC 

17th Jan Y5 Junk Orchestra—Group 1 

20th Jan Y5 Junk Orchestra—Group 2 

21st Jan  Y3 & Y4 Swimming 

22nd Jan R & Y1 Planetarium 

23rd Jan Y2 & Y5 East Sussex Fire and Rescue visit 

23rd Jan Crafty English Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 

28th Jan Y3 & Y4 Swimming 

30th Jan  Crafty English Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 

31st Jan Y5 Junk Orchestra—Group 3 

3rd Feb  Y5 Junk Orchestra—Group 1 

4th Feb  Y3 & Y4 Swimming 

6th Feb  Crafty English Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 

10th Feb Y1 Learning Celebration 2.15—2.45p.m. 

11th Feb Y3 & Y4 Swimming 

11th Feb Parent Consultations 3.30—5.30p.m. 

12th Feb  Y4 Learning Celebration p.m. 

13th Feb Crafty English Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 

13th Feb Y2 Learning Celebration 2.15—2.45p.m. 

13th Feb Parent Consultations  

14th Feb Y5 Junk Orchestra—Group 2 

17th February—21st February—Half Term 

Term 4 

24th Feb Y5 Junk Orchestra—Group 3 

25th Feb Y5 & YR Swimming 

27th Feb Crafty Maths Parent Course 9.00 - 11.00a.m. 

3rd March Y5 & YR Swimming 

5th March World Book Day 

5th March  Crafty Maths Parent Course 9.00—11.00.am. 

10th March Y5 & YR Swimming 

12th March  Crafty Maths Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 

17th March  Y5 & YR Swimming 

19th March  Crafty Maths Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 
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Term 4 continued…… 

24th March  Y5 & YR Swimming 

26th March Crafty Maths Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 

31st March Y5 & YR Swimming 

31st March  Y1 Learning Celebration 2.15—2.45p.m 

2nd April  Crafty Maths Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 

2nd April  Y2 Learning Celebration time TBC 

 

6th April—17th April—Easter Holiday 

 

Term 5 

20th April  Inset Day—School closed to children  

7th May  Healthy Cooking Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m.  

8th May Bank Holiday—School closed to children 

11—15th May KS2 SATs 

14th May  Healthy Cooking Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 

19th May Y1 Learning Celebration 2.15—2.45p.m. 

21st May Healthy Cooking Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 

21st May Y2 Learning Celebration 2.15—2.45p.m. 

25th May—29th May—Half Term 

 

Term 6 

8-12th June Phonic Screening— Y1 (+ Y2 retakes) 

8-12th June  Compulsory Times Table Checks—Y4 

11th June  Cooking for the Outdoors Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 

15-19th June Aspirations Week 

18th June  Cooking for the Outdoors Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 

25th June  Cooking for the Outdoors Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 

2nd July Cooking for the Outdoors Parent Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 

7th July  KS1 Sports Morning  

8th July  KS2 Sports Morning  

9th July  Open Evening   

13-17th July Y6 Residential Week 

14th July Y1 Learning Celebration p.m. 

21st July Last Day of Academic Year 

22nd July  Inset Day 

 


