
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 

NEWSLETTER 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

What a joy it is to be able to celebrate the Christmas festivities with a school full of excited children!  

I know the children have been busily learning their songs for the Christmas performances, making hats for 

the Christmas dinner, choosing Christmas jumpers to wear, retelling the Nativity story and just generally 

being busy doing Christmas things!  

‘Busily’ seems to be a buzz word at Christmas, everyone is busy being busy, we have presents to buy and 

cards to write, shopping to order and food to prepare. I hope throughout this Christmas period and the 

festivities around you, that you are able to find a few minutes of peace and calmness in what can be a fast 

paced time of year! Forget about the tinsel, turkey, tree and the tea towels!  

Remember the ‘true reason for the season’. We celebrate Christmas because a baby was born into what 

was probably a noisy and chaotic stable, but we are told in the Nativity story that this wasn’t just any ba-

by, this was the Prince of Peace. I hope that this Christmas you are able to find some Peace amidst the 

wrapping and the unwrapping and allow yourself some time to just BE! Be Still.  

Enjoy and savour this, before the busyness of the new term starts and the January sales and the New 

Year’s resolutions and …. 

With Best Wishes,  

Kelly Martin 

Head of School 

              Don’t forget that all children are back to school on Tuesday 8th January 2019   

Shine Star Shine  - Foundation Stage Performance 

A packed audience of family and friends looked on 

proudly as the children sang and danced in their 

magical Christmas performance. 

The staff would like to thank parents for their support 

in providing costumes and are extremely proud of the 

youngest members of our school, it was a fabulous 

kick start to the festivities this year.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS1 Nativity 

During the term the KS1 children have 

worked hard to practise and learn their Christmas 

songs. All of their hard work paid off last week 

when the children performed to their parents.  

They sang their Christmas songs with real gusto 

and acted to a standard the RSC would have been 

proud of! 

The children have been amazing in their re-telling 

of the Christmas story. The readers were clear and 

expressive. The actors, stars and angels were tru-

ly magical on the stage. 

Brilliant is the only word to use. Thank 

you to the staff and children for all of their 

hard work and to the parents for all of 

their continued support. 

Jumpers Galore….. 

Wow!  There were so many different designs of 

Christmas Jumpers in school on Friday 14th Decem-

ber.   

We are always very pleased to take part in this an-

nual National charity event. We know that 100% of 

the money collected will be donated to Save the 

Children, a very worthwhile charity to support all 

year around.  

A very big thank you to all of our children and staff 

who donated.  
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If your child is absent from school please don’t 
be concerned if you receive a phone call from 

your child’s teacher. They are always concerned 
if a child is absent from school and the impact 

this can have on them when they return. 

 This phone call gives you the opportunity to talk 
to your child’s teacher and discuss any learning 

they may have missed. 

Attendance at Rye Community Primary is a real concern and last 
year stood at only 94.4%. To remain a ’Good’ school, as recognised 

by Ofsted, then we must be achieving the national average. You 
know we are a good school, let’s not let our children down by     

allowing attendance to be a judgement against us.    

Children with high attendance will build good friendships, keep up 
with work, have a better understanding of their lessons and are  

going to achieve. This is exactly what we want for your child and all 
of our children at Rye Primary. 

Together we can do this 

 

 

Term Time Holidays 

Last year 1196 sessions were missed from school due to 

holidays being taken in term time.  

This year we will be unable to authorise any term time          
holidays. Leave may only be authorised in exceptional          

circumstances and a meeting with Ms Howard.  

Leave taken without permission is an unauthorised absence and 
will be referred to the Local Authority and may be subject to a 

Penalty Notice Fine. 

 

Our Target for 2017-2018 

This year our target for attendance is 96% or higher, to attain this we really 
need to focus on unauthorised absence. These are occasions the school 
does not consider the absence to be reasonable, such as taking holidays 

which have not been agreed, arriving at school too late to get a mark,    
parents keeping children off school unnecessarily, truancy before the school 

day and any absence which can not be acceptably explained. 

Punctuality is still a concern and we will be contacting parents of all children 

not  arriving at school on time. 

Medical Appointments 

Last year 390 sessions were missed from school due to 
medical appointments including dental and opticians    

appointments. Please ensure every effort is taken to make 
all non-urgent appointments outside of school hours.  

 

Rewards 

We have lots of exciting plans for rewards and 
incentives for parents, children and classes. 

We are looking forward to sharing these with you 
very soon! 

Watch this space!.............. 
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Punctuality 

After an excellent start to Term 1 we have noticed that 
children are starting to arrive at school after the doors 
close at 8.45am. Thank you to those of you who have 
been on time. Children need to be in school between 

8.30am and 8.45am. They can settle in class during this 
time and take advantage of the early morning learning 

session.  

We will be contacting parents of any children with more 
than 5 late marks in a term to discuss strategies to help 

with morning routines. 
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Does Your Child Really Need to be Off 

School?  

Here are some guidelines to help you; 

Coughs and Colds: Please send your child to school, 
we will  encourage them to drink plenty of fluids. 

Flu: Until recovered 

Sore throat or Tonsillitis: Please send your child to 
school, we will encourage them to drink plenty of fluids. 
If your child is on antibiotics we will be able to adminis-
ter them at school. 

Diarrhoea and vomiting: Please keep your child at 
home, they may return to school 48hours after their last 
episode of vomiting or diarrhoea. 

Headache, earache and stomach ache: Please send 
your child to school, let the school office know that they 
have felt unwell and we will notify you if their condition 
worsens. If their condition persists then seek medical 
advice. 

Conjunctivitis: Children can attend school. 

Impetigo: Children must stay at home until lesions are 
crusted and healed or 48hours after starting antibiotic 
treatment. 

Head lice: Children can go to school, however, they 
must be treated to prevent further spread.  

Chicken Pox: Children may return to school once all 

vesicles have crusted over. 

Measles and German Measles: Children may return 
to school four days from the onset of the rash. 

Threadworm: Children can go to school, however, 
they must be treated to prevent further spread. 

Mumps: Children may return to school 5 days after the 
onset of swelling  

Scarlet Fever: Children may return to school 24hours 
after starting appropriate antibiotic treatment. 

  

 

Please encourage your child to wash their 

hands using soap and water after using the 

toilet, before eating or  handling food and 

after handling  animals. 

A huge well done to all our parents that have supported the school’s 
focus on attendA huge well done to all our parents that have supported 
the school’s focus on attendance, it is making a huge difference. We do 

still have a few pupils not attending school as well as they could, or 
being kept off  for being ‘under the weather’. Our advice would always 

be to send them to school, where we will keep a close eye on them and 
follow school procedures, if your child needs to be sent home. We 

know your child and we would call you if your child was unwell. 

Parking Issues 

Please be mindful when using the car 
park.  There have been numerous     
issues just lately with cars parked along 
the double yellow lines making it        
impossible for the buses to manoeuvre 
round. 

Thank you.  

Scooters and Bikes 

If your child comes to school on a bike 
or scooter they must get off and walk 
through the gate to the bicycle shelter.  
We are sure you can appreciate that it 
causes difficulties if children are riding 
their bikes / scooters on the premises 
when children and adults are coming 
into school. After school, children are not 
allowed to ride bikes and scooters until 
they are out of the school gates.  
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Attendance Reward 

We are pleased to announce the attendance reward for  

Term 2!  

Flip Out in Ashford have kindly donated 2 tickets, these will 
be awarded to the winner of the attendance draw at the         
beginning of Term 3. 

Class Percentages 

Term  2 

Minnows  95.4% 

Sardines  95.9% 

Clownfish  96.1% 

Seahorses  95.8% 

Sea Turtles  97.4% 

Lobsters  95.4% 

Cuttlefish  94.9% 

Barracudas  96.5% 

Stingrays  95.5% 

Killer Whales  95.2% 

Marlin  94.2% 

Jellyfish  95.3% 

Dolphins  94.0% 

Sharks  94.8% 
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Green Footsteps 

Thank you for all your support with 

Walk to school Wednesday! 

So far this term there have been 650 green journeys 
made to school on a Wednesday, removing an estimated 

310 car journeys from our roads! 

Well done to everyone taking  
part and we look forward to  

seeing more families joining in 
next term. 

 

As we reach the end of Term 2, unfortunately attendance is lower than 
last year and currently stands at  95.4%,This has been mainly due to 
illness but we have had a large amount of unauthorised absence, Un-
authorised absence are absences the school does not consider rea-
sonable and includes…... 

Parents keeping children off school unnecessarily 

Truancy before or during the school day 

Absences which have never been properly explained 

Children who arrive at school after the close of the register 

Taking holidays that have not been agreed by the school in  
advance 
 

Reminder ………. 

Please can we remind you that if your child has sickness or  
diarrhoea they need to be kept off from school for 48 hours 

from their last bout of sickness or diarrhoea.  Thank you 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fcartoon-eyes-McLkpEkca.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fcartoon-eyes&docid=MLlz88_wjgIDuM&tbnid=_34XN3X9LniyzM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiWv5LZwZ_WAhUHIMAKHW
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Storytime………. 
Last week the Pugwash children had an interactive storyteller come 
in to the nursery. The children had a fantastic time and sat and lis-
tened so well. He used instruments and props so that the children 
could participate.  
 

In between the stories they were given time to paint some   
pictures of the crocodiles that were in the story. Oliver said "I 
loved the crocodile bit, it was so fun!" 

Pugwash News 

Forest School update….. 
Sophie and Carly have now completed 
their Forest School training and are 
running sessions with the children.  
The sessions are currently taking 
place in the community garden. 
 
The children have enjoyed learning in 
the natural outdoor environment and 
have been involved in outdoor 
painting with sticks and leaves an 
have also made bird feeders.   
 
Next term the sessions will be on a 
Thursday afternoon come rain or 
shine, so please ensure your child is dressed             
appropriately.  The Nursery do have wet 
suits that the children can wear but they 
don’t have enough pairs of spare wellies, so 
if you could bring some along that would be 
greatly appreciated.  

Cricket Taster Sessions 

Rye Cricket Club are offering free taster sessions at Rye Sports 

Centre on the following dates in the new year: 

Wednesday 16th / 23rd / 30th January 2019 

This is open to boys and girls, either with experience or       

complete beginners.  

If you are interested or would like more information please        

e-mail Martin Blincow at blincsfamily@aol.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year    
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Panto Time! 

We had a brilliant time here at Rye Primary earlier 
this week when we welcomed ‘West End in Schools’ 
with their performance of ‘Aladdin’! There was a lot 
of excitement and chances for the children to partici-
pate.  

'Oh yes there was!' 

The children get so much      
enjoyment from the panto-
mime, just watching their faces 
says it all. We hope to be able 
to book again for next year.  

Dates for your Diary… 

January 2019 

7th INSET Day 
8th Term 3 Begins 
8th Y3 + Y4 Swimming 
10th  Playing with English Parents Course 9.00 –11.00a.m. 
11th Feel Good Friday—8.30a.m. 
15th  Y3 & Y4 Swimming 
16th  PTA AGM—2.00p.m. 
17th  Playing with English Parents Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 
18th  Feel Good Friday—8.30a.m. 
22nd Y3 & Y4 Swimming 
22nd  Hearing & Vision Tests—Reception children 
23rd Hearing & Vision Tests—Reception children 
24th Playing with English Parents Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 
25th Feel Good Friday—8.30a.m. 
29th  Y3 & Y4 Swimming 
31st  Playing with English Parents Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 
February 2019 
1st  Feel Good Friday—8.30a.m. 
5th  Y3 & Y4 Swimming 
7th  Playing with English Parents Course 9.00—11.00a.m. 
8th Yellow Day in aid of St Michael’s Hospice—everyone may come to school wearing yellow 
8th  Feel Good Friday—8.30a.m. 
11th  Parents Forums  9.00 / 2.00 / 6.00 
11th  Reception & Y6 Class Photographs 
12th Y3 & Y4 Swimming 
12th Parent Consultations 
14th  Parent Consultations 
15th  Feel Good Friday—8.30a.m. 


