
 

 

 

JULY 

NEWSLETTER 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

“Dream, Believe and Achieve” was the theme during our recent Aspirations Week and we 

are encouraging our children to keep this theme with them throughout life; as we realise 

that you can continue to do all three, whatever age you are! As you are reading this I 

hope you will also feel inspired to dream, believe and achieve! In the coming months and 

years we hope to be able to share more and more of our successes with you. Our chil-

dren’s successes will have started out as a dream and then turned into reality through 

hard work, grit and determination. We are very proud of all of our children and recognize 

that success can come in many ways and will look different for different children. We 

hope that you too will feel proud of the children in our local community and will encourage 

them to keep on dreaming, believing and achieving!  

May I also take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy, safe, relaxing, refreshing 

and FUN summer!  

Miss Martin 

Head of School 

Car Park Awareness 

We have received worrying reports about a 
particular car driving erratically in the car park 
recently.  PLEASE can we remind you all to 
take care and be mindful!  We really do not 
want an accident! 

Also, may we remind you all once again not to 
park in Tillingham Avenue.  We are sure you 
can understand that it causes huge problems 
for the residents. 
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If your child is absent from school please don’t 
be concerned if you receive a phone call from 

your child’s teacher. They are always concerned 
if a child is absent from school and the impact 

this can have on them when they return. 

 This phone call gives you the opportunity to talk 
to your child’s teacher and discuss any learning 

they may have missed. 

Attendance at Rye Community Primary is a real concern and last 
year stood at only 94.4%. To remain a ’Good’ school, as recognised 

by Ofsted, then we must be achieving the national average. You 
know we are a good school, let’s not let our children down by     

allowing attendance to be a judgement against us.    

Children with high attendance will build good friendships, keep up 
with work, have a better understanding of their lessons and are  

going to achieve. This is exactly what we want for your child and all 
of our children at Rye Primary. 

Together we can do this 

 

 

Term Time Holidays 

Last year 1196 sessions were missed from school due to 

holidays being taken in term time.  

This year we will be unable to authorise any term time          
holidays. Leave may only be authorised in exceptional          

circumstances and a meeting with Ms Howard.  

Leave taken without permission is an unauthorised absence and 
will be referred to the Local Authority and may be subject to a 

Penalty Notice Fine. 

 

Our Target for 2017-2018 

This year our target for attendance is 96% or higher, to attain this we really 
need to focus on unauthorised absence. These are occasions the school 
does not consider the absence to be reasonable, such as taking holidays 

which have not been agreed, arriving at school too late to get a mark,    
parents keeping children off school unnecessarily, truancy before the school 

day and any absence which can not be acceptably explained. 

Punctuality is still a concern and we will be contacting parents of all children 

not  arriving at school on time. 

Medical Appointments 

Last year 390 sessions were missed from school due to 
medical appointments including dental and opticians    

appointments. Please ensure every effort is taken to make 
all non-urgent appointments outside of school hours.  

 

Rewards 

We have lots of exciting plans for rewards and 
incentives for parents, children and classes. 

We are looking forward to sharing these with you 
very soon! 

Watch this space!.............. 
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Punctuality 

After an excellent start to Term 1 we have noticed that 
children are starting to arrive at school after the doors 
close at 8.45am. Thank you to those of you who have 
been on time. Children need to be in school between 

8.30am and 8.45am. They can settle in class during this 
time and take advantage of the early morning learning 

session.  

We will be contacting parents of any children with more 
than 5 late marks in a term to discuss strategies to help 

with morning routines. 
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Does Your Child Really Need to be Off 

School?  

Here are some guidelines to help you; 

Coughs and Colds: Please send your child to school, 
we will  encourage them to drink plenty of fluids. 

Flu: Until recovered 

Sore throat or Tonsillitis: Please send your child to 
school, we will encourage them to drink plenty of fluids. 
If your child is on antibiotics we will be able to adminis-
ter them at school. 

Diarrhoea and vomiting: Please keep your child at 
home, they may return to school 48hours after their last 
episode of vomiting or diarrhoea. 

Headache, earache and stomach ache: Please send 
your child to school, let the school office know that they 
have felt unwell and we will notify you if their condition 
worsens. If their condition persists then seek medical 
advice. 

Conjunctivitis: Children can attend school. 

Impetigo: Children must stay at home until lesions are 
crusted and healed or 48hours after starting antibiotic 
treatment. 

Head lice: Children can go to school, however, they 
must be treated to prevent further spread.  

Chicken Pox: Children may return to school once all 

vesicles have crusted over. 

Measles and German Measles: Children may return 
to school four days from the onset of the rash. 

Threadworm: Children can go to school, however, 
they must be treated to prevent further spread. 

Mumps: Children may return to school 5 days after the 
onset of swelling  

Scarlet Fever: Children may return to school 24hours 
after starting appropriate antibiotic treatment. 

  

 

Please encourage your child to wash their 

hands using soap and water after using the 

toilet, before eating or  handling food and 

after handling  animals. 

A huge well done to all our parents that have supported the school’s 
focus on attendA huge well done to all our parents that have supported 
the school’s focus on attendance, it is making a huge difference. We do 

still have a few pupils not attending school as well as they could, or 
being kept off  for being ‘under the weather’. Our advice would always 

be to send them to school, where we will keep a close eye on them and 
follow school procedures, if your child needs to be sent home. We 

know your child and we would call you if your child was unwell. 

Parking Issues 

Please be mindful when using the car 
park.  There have been numerous     
issues just lately with cars parked along 
the double yellow lines making it        
impossible for the buses to manoeuvre 
round. 

Thank you.  

Scooters and Bikes 

If your child comes to school on a bike 
or scooter they must get off and walk 
through the gate to the bicycle shelter.  
We are sure you can appreciate that it 
causes difficulties if children are riding 
their bikes / scooters on the premises 
when children and adults are coming 
into school. After school, children are not 
allowed to ride bikes and scooters until 
they are out of the school gates.  
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Class Percentages 

3rd September until 9th July 

Minnows 94.4%  

Sardines  95.4% 

Clownfish  94.6% 

Seahorses  94% 

Sea Turtles  95.2% 

Lobsters  96.2% 

Cuttlefish  94.8% 

Barracudas  92.5% 

Stingrays  93.8% 

Killer Whales 95.4%  

Marlin 94.2% 

Jellyfish  95.1%  

Dolphins  93.8% 

Sharks  94.8% 
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Traffic Lights 

From September, at the end of each term we will be 
sending home  letters to inform  you of your child’s    

attendance percentage and the total sessions missed. 
These will be sent to all parents……….. 

If your child receives a red letter this is because their 
attendance  has fallen to 95% or below, you may be 

invited to an Attendance Improvement Meeting. 

If your child receives an amber letter this is because 
their attendance is currently between 95% and 97% and 

could become a cause for concern. 

If your child receives a green letter this is because their 
attendance is 97% or higher, this is exactly where it 

should be– Well done. 

Children with high attendance build good friendships and have a better 
understanding of learning in their lessons. They are able to keep up more 
easily with new concepts introduced; enabling them to achieve at a higher 
standard right into secondary education. This is exactly what we want for 
your child and all our children at Rye Primary. 

Whole School attendance currently 

stands at 94.6% 

Unfortunately this is lower than last year 

when attendance stood at 95.2% 

Thank you to 
everyone     

bringing in your 
old batteries for 
recycling, we 

collected  50kg 
in our first     
collection   
which was      

brilliant! Please 
keep them   

coming! 

 

A

Well done to all our families, walking to school on a Wednesday. 

We have subscribed to this initiative for another year 
and will look forward to more families joining in when we 

relaunch in September. 

Our Eco-Ties are now available to 
purchase from the school office at a 
cost of £3.35.They are available in 
two sizes- 39” and 45”.  

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fcartoon-eyes-McLkpEkca.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fcartoon-eyes&docid=MLlz88_wjgIDuM&tbnid=_34XN3X9LniyzM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiWv5LZwZ_WAhUHIMAKHW
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjQ3ITg7afjAhXo0eAKHW71CbEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rsaacademy.org%2Fparents%2Fattendance%2F&psig=AOvVaw2WuQGR552zmBmziuXQnabu&ust=1562762189367391
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Aspirations Week  at Rye Primary 

Aspirational Launch! 

To launch our Aspirations Week we were very pleased to welcome Olly from World of Legend to our 
assembly  

Olly wowed the children with the story of how his career journey all began with a book he read when he 
was just 11 years old. The book made him realise he had choices and he worked his way through art 
college and theatre design. He went on to create his own role play sessions using scripts he had written 
and costumes which he had made by hand. Eventually this progressed to becoming a prop maker for 
films and tv. 

Fantasy was always Olly's dream and he realised this as the path he wanted to follow. He bought    
himself a cheap camera and set up a back drop and together with costumes which he bought from 
Woolworths, wings which he made and advertising; he found that he was 
inundated with requests for fairy photography. 

Olly's business moved from location to location and although he had       
setbacks it gradually became a huge success and he now owns World of 
Legend in Rye; one of the top attractions in the area. 

He asked the children to share their aspirations, what they would like to be 
when they grow up and encouraged them by suggesting routes they make 
take. 

Everyone left the hall full of imagination and inspiration and knowing that if 
they really believe in something they can achieve it! 

Career Ideas…. 

We also recently held our Annual Careers Fair for our Y5 
& Y6 children. We would like to thank everyone who 
gave up their time to come along and make this event 
possible. 

There were a huge range of professionals at the Fair        
including the fire service, reporter / editor, fashion retail 
manager, nursery manager, milliner, hair stylist, interior   
designer, police officer, nurse, dance teacher and sports 
teachers. 

The children were able to question the professionals to 
find out more and hopefully inspire them into thinking 
about what they may like to do in the future. 

Careers Champions 
We also has a visit from the Careers Champions from 
Robertsbridge Community College.  The students 
came in to work with the Y6 children, sharing their 
expertise in how to go about finding out more about a 
particular career. 
 
Children worked in groups and were encouraged to 
carry out their own investigations. 
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Inspirational Aspirational Author 
Year 6 were also lucky enough to have a visit 
from up and coming author and illustrator Oliver 
Brooks. Oliver has just had his first book pub-
lished and has kindly donated a copy of this to 
the School library.  His next book is already in 
the pipeline and we look forward to seeing this 
soon. 
 
Oliver spoke to Year 6 about all the hard work 
and dedication needed to follow your dreams 
and how he was inspired from an early age to 
become an author and illustrator.  He showed 
the children several of his drawings and they 
were very impressed.  

Budding Newsreaders 
Our Y6 classroom was transformed into a real-life newsroom!  
 
John Young, the BBC South East Today Newsreader, carried out a 
brilliant workshop with the children, displaying the behind the 
scenes and in front of the camera processes applied to making a 
news report. 
 
The children were totally engrossed and even had the opportunity 
to produce their own broadcast using an autocue! 
 

History Mystery Tour 
 
Minnows and Sardines enjoyed 
a recent visit to St. Marys 
Church, the Ypres Tower  
Museum and the Rye Town 
Model learning lots about local 
history and what life was like in 
the past. The weather was   
divine and so the children    
enjoyed a picnic at the park 
before returning to school.  
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Hatchlings! 
The children were fascinated to 
watch the duck eggs hatch into 
ducklings. Once the eggs had 
hatched they loved caring for 
them and watching them grow.   
 
They had so much fun putting 
them in the paddling pool to 
splash in the water! 

Pugwash News 

Balancability 
As you are probably aware Pugwash run regular Balancability sessions with the children to 
help them learn to cycle.  Parents are now able to loan the bikes over the weekend for the 
children to use.  If you would like to take up this opportunity then please speak to a member 
of staff in the nursery and they will be able to help you.  

Nursery Leavers Party 
Pugwash will be holding their 
school leaver’s party on Tues-
day 23rd July from 1.30—
3.15p.m.  We hope all the chil-
dren will be to attend.  

Staff Leaver 
We are very sad to say that we will be saying 
farewell to Michaela at the end of term as she 
is going on to do her teacher training. 
 
We wish her well! 

Reminder 
We know it is difficult, but please could we ask parents to try to encourage their children 
to leave their toys at home.  Toys in Nursery cause many arguments with the children and 
often get lost.  Thank you.  

Hamstreet Adventures 

The Pugwash children had an amazing day on 
their nursery trip earlier this week  They were 
so excited to go on the train to Hamstreet, for 
some this was a first time experience. They 
then walked to the duck pond to feed the 
ducks. From there they went to the park 
where they spent the day on the play      
equipment and all had a picnic together before 
getting the train back to nursery.  

A good day was had by all!  
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Dates for your Diary… 

 

July 
12th Tea & Toast from 8.00a.m. 
15th Tea & Toast from 8.00a.m. 
15th Year 6 Residential Trip—all week 
16th  Y3 Living History Workshop 
17th Summer Fair 
18th  Y5 STEM Day (new date) 
18th PTA EGM 2.30p.m. 
19th  Tea & Toast from 8.00a.m. 
19th  Singing Club visiting Devonport House 
22nd Tea & Toast from 8.00a.m. 
23rd  Y6 Leaver’s Event p.m.  
23rd  Nursery Leaver’s Party  
24th SAL’s Shoe Collection 
24th  Break up for Summer Holiday 
 
24th Last day of term 6 
 

Children return to school after the Summer Break on  
Thursday 5th September. 

 
 

Year 5 Farmer's Market 
The children in Y5 spent last term learning about allotments, plants, pollination and seed 
dispersal.  They planted and grew their own seeds, as well as made items for the gar-
den.  Their learning culminated in a Farmer's Market in the classroom which the parents 
were invited to.  Both classes raised approximately £90 each, which they split between      
donations to charities, plants for our school tubs and decorations for our school library. 
 
We hope you have noticed out newly planted tubs!  Well done to all our Y5 children for your 
hard work! 

Science Workshop 
Rye College brought some students and a whole collection of Science resources for our Year 
5 children to experience recently.  Activities were led by the students which included       
electrical circuit building, placing body parts in a model human, mixing materials, looking 
under microscopes and separating colours.   
 
The children were totally absorbed by each activity and look forward to learning more at 
Secondary school! 


