
 

 

 

As I was thinking about what to write for this month's newsletter I was reminded of a Christmas themed wooden sign 
with a quote I display with the Christmas decorations each year, you all know by now how much I love a wooden sign 
with a quote! This one is entitled  

 

 

 
 
 

This is not to say that we can’t do all of the things originally on the sign above-  who doesn’t love a trip out to see the 
Christmas lights… I guess this sign just reminds us, me, to make sure that we don’t get swept away in the commercial-
ism of Christmas and  forget the real reason for the season, a baby born in a stable, a future King sent to save the 
world. Baby Jesus didn’t stay a baby, but he understood that children need to be protected and nurtured, whatever their 
age. This Christmas, remember that the best gifts you can give your children are absolutely free: your time, your love, 
your care, your attention, your support! A poet summed up much better than I can,  how we can give the best gifts to 
our children every day of the year in the following poem:   
 
 
Children Learn What They Live 

by Dorothy Law Nolte 

If children live with criticism, 
They learn to condemn. 
If children live with hostility, 
They learn to fight. 
If children live with ridicule, 
They learn to be shy. 
If children live with shame, 
They learn to feel guilty. 
If children live with encouragement, 
They learn confidence. 
If children live with tolerance, 
They learn to be patient. 
If children live with praise, 
They learn to appreciate. 
If children live with acceptance, 
They learn to love. 
If children live with approval, 
They learn to like themselves. 
If children live with honesty, 
They learn truthfulness. 
If children live with security, 
They learn to have faith in themselves and others. 
If children live with friendliness, 
They learn the world is a nice place in which to live. 
(Copyright © 1972/1975 by Dorothy Law Nolte) 
 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a happy and healthy new year and I shall look 
forward to seeing you all again on January 5th 2022!  

With Warmest Wishes,  

Miss Martin  

Head of School  
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ATTENTION ALL PARENTS OF CHILDREN 
STARTING SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2022 

 

Please note that the deadline for4+ applications is 15th January 2022.   

For further information schools and/or parents should contact admissions@eastsussex.gov.uk 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 2022 
We were so pleased to see so many of the children and staff coming in wearing their Christ-
mas Jumpers in aid of Save the Children.   

 PUGWASH 

Pugwash have been really getting into the Festive spirit with lots of Christmas stories, songs and 
crafts. Our final week includes a Christmas Performance with Reception, a virtual pantomime and 
our Christmas party.   
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RECEPTION 

Minnows class have been busy getting ready for Christmas. We have made and delivered Christ-
mas cards for Badgers Gate, we have been working on a TOP SECRET Christmas project with 
the kind help from our sponsors Alsfords Timber, we have used our Forest School sessions to 
make beautiful decorations to sell for the PTA and we are busy preparing for our performance of 
Star Shine Shine. 

It has been such a fun term; we have been exploring and celebrating differences around the 
world. We have learnt about our links to the wider world including linking up with a school in 
Swansea.  

     CLOWNFISH  

Clownfish have thoroughly enjoyed their term 2 topic, ‘Intrepid Explorers’. We have written fact 
files about planets and learnt about the first moon landing. In our art and design lessons we have 
been making solar system mobiles and drawing alien pictures. Next week we will be using our 
alien designs to create clay model aliens. 

    CUTTLEFISH 

In Cuttlefish we have been exploring magnets in our science this term. The children had 
great fun designing and making their own games using magnetic forces. We have also 
been busy writing up our book reviews of the amazing Iron Man book by Ted Hughes. Well 
done everyone!  
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          DOLPHINS 

This term in Dolphins, the children have been learning about Space. The children have been so 
enthusiastic about this topic, we have included it in as many elements of learning as we could! 
We have thoroughly enjoyed getting into character as reporters and writing up a newspaper re-
port about the moon landing. 

        ORCAS 

Orcas have had a brilliant time learning about forces and magnets. We ended our science 
topic designing and making magnetic games.  

        SHARKS 

It has been a wonderful term so far in Sharks! The children have written fantastic sci-fi stories 
based on the novel 'The War of the Worlds'. They are also going to create their final design of 
their rocket artwork, based on designs by Peter Thorpe. Next week, we will be cutting and 
sewing our own stockings to take home - as well as making stuffed tree decorations out of 
felt.   

Reminders 

We would like to remind you that dogs are NOT permitted on site as some children are frightened of them. If you 
bring your dog on the school run, please be prepared to leave your dog outside the school gate.  

Homework club will be running again next term Tuesdays through till Fridays. 

Goodbye Mr Neville, Hello Mrs Newman and Hello Ethan Monks. 

Sadly, Mr Neville is leaving us, to hopefully pursue a career in the Arts. He really will be missed and we send him 
our very best wishes. We are pleased to be welcoming a very experienced teacher to our team, Mrs Newman. Mrs 

Newman will be the Barracudas teacher from January and will be in school tomorrow meeting everyone. Do say 
‘Hello’ and welcome her to the family!  

Another addition to our Rye Primary Family is the beautiful Baby Ethan, son to our Nursery Manager Katie Monks. I 
know you will all join us in congratulating Katie and her husband on the birth of her baby boy.  
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If your child is absent from school please don’t 
be concerned if you receive a phone call from 

your child’s teacher. They are always concerned 
if a child is absent from school and the impact 

this can have on them when they return. 

 This phone call gives you the opportunity to talk 
to your child’s teacher and discuss any learning 

they may have missed. 

Attendance at Rye Community Primary is a real concern and last 
year stood at only 94.4%. To remain a ’Good’ school, as recognised 

by Ofsted, then we must be achieving the national average. You 
know we are a good school, let’s not let our children down by     

allowing attendance to be a judgement against us.    

Children with high attendance will build good friendships, keep up 
with work, have a better understanding of their lessons and are  

going to achieve. This is exactly what we want for your child and all 
of our children at Rye Primary. 

Together we can do this 

 

 

Term Time Holidays 

Last year 1196 sessions were missed from school due to 
holidays being taken in term time.  

This year we will be unable to authorise any term time          
holidays. Leave may only be authorised in exceptional          

circumstances and a meeting with Ms Howard.  

Leave taken without permission is an unauthorised absence and 
will be referred to the Local Authority and may be subject to a 

Penalty Notice Fine. 

 

Our Target for 2017-2018 

This year our target for attendance is 96% or higher, to attain this we really 
need to focus on unauthorised absence. These are occasions the school 
does not consider the absence to be reasonable, such as taking holidays 

which have not been agreed, arriving at school too late to get a mark,    
parents keeping children off school unnecessarily, truancy before the school 

day and any absence which can not be acceptably explained. 

Punctuality is still a concern and we will be contacting parents of all children 
not  arriving at school on time. 

Medical Appointments 

Last year 390 sessions were missed from school due to 
medical appointments including dental and opticians    

appointments. Please ensure every effort is taken to make 
all non-urgent appointments outside of school hours.  

 

Rewards 

We have lots of exciting plans for rewards and 
incentives for parents, children and classes. 

We are looking forward to sharing these with you 
very soon! 

Watch this space!.............. 
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Punctuality 

After an excellent start to Term 1 we have noticed that 
children are starting to arrive at school after the doors 
close at 8.45am. Thank you to those of you who have 
been on time. Children need to be in school between 

8.30am and 8.45am. They can settle in class during this 
time and take advantage of the early morning learning 

session.  

We will be contacting parents of any children with more 
than 5 late marks in a term to discuss strategies to help 

with morning routines. 
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Does Your Child Really Need to be Off 
School?  

Here are some guidelines to help you; 

Coughs and Colds: Please send your child to 
school, we will  encourage them to drink plenty of flu-
ids. 

Flu: Until recovered 

Sore throat or Tonsillitis: Please send your child to 
school, we will encourage them to drink plenty of fluids. 
If your child is on antibiotics we will be able to adminis-
ter them at school. 

Diarrhoea and vomiting: Please keep your child at 
home, they may return to school 48hours after their last 
episode of vomiting or diarrhoea. 

Headache, earache and stomach ache: Please send 
your child to school, let the school office know that they 
have felt unwell and we will notify you if their condition 
worsens. If their condition persists then seek medical 
advice. 

Conjunctivitis: Children can attend school. 

Impetigo: Children must stay at home until lesions 
are crusted and healed or 48hours after starting antibi-
otic treatment. 

Head lice: Children can go to school, however, they 
must be treated to prevent further spread.  

Chicken Pox: Children may return to school once 
all vesicles have crusted over. 

Measles and German Measles: Children may return 
to school four days from the onset of the rash. 

Threadworm: Children can go to school, however, 
they must be treated to prevent further spread. 

Mumps: Children may return to school 5 days after 
the onset of swelling  

Scarlet Fever: Children may return to school 24hours 
after starting appropriate antibiotic treatment. 

  

 Please encourage your child to wash their 

hands using soap and water after using the 

toilet, before eating or  handling food and 

after handling  animals. 

  

A huge well done to all our parents that have supported the school’s 
focus on attendA huge well done to all our parents that have supported 
the school’s focus on attendance, it is making a huge difference. We do 

still have a few pupils not attending school as well as they could, or 
being kept off  for being ‘under the weather’. Our advice would always 

be to send them to school, where we will keep a close eye on them and 
follow school procedures, if your child needs to be sent home. We 

know your child and we would call you if your child was unwell. 

Parking Issues 

Please be mindful when using the car 
park.  There have been numerous     
issues just lately with cars parked along 
the double yellow lines making it        
impossible for the buses to manoeuvre 
round. 

Thank you.  

Scooters and Bikes 

If your child comes to school on a bike 
or scooter they must get off and walk 
through the gate to the bicycle shelter.  
We are sure you can appreciate that it 
causes difficulties if children are riding 
their bikes / scooters on the premises 
when children and adults are coming 
into school. After school, children are not 
allowed to ride bikes and scooters until 
they are out of the school gates.  
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Class Percentages 

2nd September-10th December 

Minnows 91.3% 

Clown Fish 91.7% 

Seahorses 90.5% 

Sea Turtle 92.8% 

Barracudas 94% 

Cuttlefish 92.7% 

Orcas               94.2% 

Sharks               92.3% 

Dolphins 90.9% 

Marlin               93.1% 

 

Whole School Attendance 

Whole school attendance currently stands at  92.4% 

Our target is 97% 

If your child is well and not displaying COVID symptoms please en-
sure they are attending school, on time, every day. 

We can’t authorise any term time absence for holidays. 

 

We will look forward to seeing you all back at school on  

Wednesday 5th January 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fcartoon-eyes-McLkpEkca.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fcartoon-eyes&docid=MLlz88_wjgIDuM&tbnid=_34XN3X9LniyzM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiWv5LZwZ_WAhUHIMAKHW
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjQ3ITg7afjAhXo0eAKHW71CbEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rsaacademy.org%2Fparents%2Fattendance%2F&psig=AOvVaw2WuQGR552zmBmziuXQnabu&ust=1562762189367391
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Dates for the diary! 

15th  Swimming Y5 & Y6 

 Christmas Dinner—Children may wear their Christmas jumpers 

 KS1 Christmas Parties 

16th KS2 Class Christmas Parties 

17th Last Day of Term—children may wear their own clothes for a 50p Donation to the RPFF (PTA). Don’t forget to 
donate £1 online for your child’s Christmas decoration class fundraiser. All of the classes are very competitive and are eager 
to raise the most money.   

 

 

January 2022 

4th  Inset Day 

5th  First day of term 

7th  Forest school– Orcas 

10th– 14th  Money Week 

14th  Forest School– Orcas 

15th  Deadline for 4+ admissions 

21st  Forest School– Orcas 

28th  Forest School– 
Orcas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2022 

4th  Forest School– Orcas 

9th  Learning Celebration  

10th  Last  Day of Term 

11th  Inset Day 

21st  First Day of Term 

21st– 27th  St  Michael’s Hospice, Yellow week 

22nd Parent Consultations 4.00– 6.20pm  

24th  Parent Consultations 3.20- 5.30pm  

25th  Forest School– Marlin 

 

March 2022 

3rd World Book Day (dressing up day) 

4th  Forest School– Marlin  

 7th– 11th Club event– Week of Assemblies 

11th  Forest School– Marlin 

18th  Comic Relief– Red Nose Day– Non-Uniform Day 

 Forest School– Marlin  

23rd Maths Day 

25th  Forest School– Marlin  
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April 2022 

1st  Forest School– Marlin 

 Last Day of Term 

19th  Inset Day 

20th  First Day of Term 

22nd  Forest School– Sharks 

29th  Forest School– Sharks 

 

May 2022 

2nd-27th KS1 SATs 

6th  Forest  School– Sharks 

9th– 12th KS2 SATs  

13th  Forest School– Sharks 

20th  Forest School– Sharks 

26th  Learning Celebration 

27th  Forest School– Sharks 

 Last Day of Te 

June 2022 

 

6th  First Day of Term 

 Phonics Screening Week 

6th-24th  Multiplication Tables Check for year 4  

10th  Forest School– Dolphins 

13th-17th  Photos– Sarah Prescott,: Class and Individual  photos 

17th  Forest School– Dolphins 

20th– 24th Aspirations week 

24th  Forest School– Dolphins 

 

 

July 2022 

1st Forest School– Dolphins 

7th  Sports Day KS2 

8th  Forest School– Dolphins 

13th  EYFS Sports Day 

14th Learning Celebration  

15th  Forest School– Dolphins 

 KS1 Sports Day 

21st Last Day of Term 

22nd Inset Day 


