
NEWSPAPER REPORTS

Friday 29 January 2021

Can I build a rich and varied 
vocabulary? 



BACKGROUND 
CONTEXT

Steps to success

• I can use a ‘since’ clause

• I can use a simile

• I can use an expanded noun 

phrase



NEWSPAPER REPORT

• The focus of the paragraph we are writing today is all 

about giving the reader some background information. 

• Tell your grown-up or a sibling, if you have one, what 

you know about the events in the Wildwoods we have 

been reading and learning about. 



COMPLEX SENTENCE

• Watch the video of Mrs Smout reading the prologue 

on ClassDojo. 

• I want you to listen out for information that tell us 

something about the ‘when’, time phrases. 

• Write it in the first chotting box.

1. 2.



COMPLEX SENTENCE

I picked out:

• Once there was magic.

• Until the warriors came.

• First the warriors fought…

• So now the warriors were trying to get rid…

1. 2.



COMPLEX SENTENCE

For our newspaper report I want to create a sentence 

using the conjunction since. 

I want to start my sentence with Since. 

Can you think of a sentence that tells the reader what 

happened starting with Since? 

1. 2.



COMPLEX SENTENCE

Here are some of my ideas:

• Since arriving many years before

• Since a very long time ago

• Since their unwelcome arrival

1. 2.



COMPLEX SENTENCE

Look at these pictures of witches. 

I want you to gather good adjectives (describing words) 

and write them in the second ideas box.

You can also use the adjectives word mat.



COMPLEX SENTENCE

Here is an example of a noun phrase

The old tree.

It has a noun and an adjective to describe it. 

Can you create a noun phrase with one of your 

adjectives to describe a witch? 

1. 2.



COMPLEX SENTENCE

Did you do it? 

Here are some of my ideas:

• Dark witches

• Vicious creatures

• Fearsome witches

• Bloodthirsty witches

1. 2.



COMPLEX SENTENCE

Model:

• Since invading the wildwoods the warrior clan has battled 
to destroy the most terrible of magic – vicious witches.

Your turn:

• Create a sentence starting with since that explains what the 
warrior clan has done in the wildwoods. 

• Include your own noun phrase about witches.



SIMILE

Next, we are going to create some negative similes for 

witches.

A simile is when you compare two things.

How could you describe their fingers? Their nose?

Their smile? Their eyes?

Write your ideas in the third box.

1. 2.

3.



SIMILE

Model

• These cruel creatures with eyes as cold as cold arrows, are
thankfully now extinct.

Your turn

• Write a sentence explaining that witches are no longer 
around. Use a simile to describe a part of the witch. 

• Deepen the moment: use alliteration



EXPANDED NOUN PHRASE

Queen Sychorax

Watch Mrs Smout read about the 
queen on ClassDojo.

Gather some adjectives used to 
describe the queen. 

Write them in the fourth box.

1. 2.

3.

4.



EXPANDED NOUN PHRASE

An expanded noun phrase is very similar to a noun

phrase. It just uses more adjectives.

I want you to start this last sentence for today with a 

subordinate conjunctions that means the same as ‘but’. 

However, although, nevertheless, despite this, …

1. 2.

3.

4.



EXPANDED NOUN PHRASE

Model

• But now, this fear-inducing ‘lovely’ queen thinks that all 
magic is bad, especially wizards. 

Your turn

• Choose a subordinate conjunction and write your 
own expanded noun phrase to write what the queen 
thinks about magic.  


