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The Picts

Where did the Picts live? How long had the Picts lived there? 

What was the area the Picts lived in 
called? 

What is ogham? 

Where did the name ‘Picts’ come 
from? 

How did the Picts get food to eat? 

What can we find out from Pictish standing stones? 

What else do you know about the Picts? 

Read the Picts eBook to help you answer these questions. 
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The Scots

What did the Scots call themselves? Where did the name ‘Scots’ come 
from? 

What was the area the Scots lived in 
called? 

Why did the Scots have a similar 
culture to the Irish? 

What was Dunadd? What were the footprint carving on 
the rocks at Dunadd used for? 

What do the items that have been dug up tell us about the Scots? 

What else do you know about the Scots? 

Read the Scots eBook to help you answer these questions. 
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The Picts and the Scots

Who lived in Dal Riata? Where was this? What was the name of the area the Picts lived 
in? Where was this? 

What languages did the Picts and Scots 
speak? 

Where did the name ‘Picts’ come from? 

Where did the name ‘Scots’ come from? What is ogham and how was it used? 

How reliable do you think the Roman and Greek writings about the Picts and Scots are? Why? 

Name four other facts you have found out about the Picts: 

Name four other facts you have found out about the Scots: 

Read the Picts eBook and the Scots eBook to help you 
answer these questions. 
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The Picts carved lots of standing stones using patterns, symbols 
and the ogham alphabet. Design your own Pictish standing stone 
below. Can you write your name in ogham? Can you decorate it 

in the Pictish style? 
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pictish_Stone_at_Brodie_-_geograph.org.uk_-_1512035.jpg

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Pictish_Stones#mediaviewer/
File:Abernethy_Round_Tower_20090618_pictish_stone.jpg http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Ogham_stones_in_Ireland#mediaviewer/

File:The_Gowran_Ogham_Stone.jpg

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Ogham_stones_in_Ireland#mediaviewer/File:The_Gowran_Ogham_Stone.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Ogham_stones_in_Ireland#mediaviewer/File:The_Gowran_Ogham_Stone.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Pictish_Stones#mediaviewer/File:Abernethy_Round_Tower_20090618_pictish_stone.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Pictish_Stones#mediaviewer/File:Abernethy_Round_Tower_20090618_pictish_stone.jpg
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Ogham_stones_in_Ireland#mediaviewer/File:Ogham_Stone_Rathass_Church_Tralee_Kerry.jpg
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2. Start shaping the larger 
piece into the standing 
part of the stone. 

3. Keep going until you 
have the shape you want. 

4. Use a clay tool to carve 
the straight line needed for 
the ogham letters. 

How to make a Pictish Standing Stone

1. Take two lumps of clay, 
one slightly bigger than 
the other. 

6. Take the second piece 
of clay and take a small 
piece off to save for later. 

7. Start shaping the 
second piece into a base 
for the stone to stand in. 

8. Use your finger to press a 
groove into the base for 
the stone to stand in. 

5. Use the line to write your 
name in ogham. 

10. Stand the stone in the 
base and curve the 
sausage around it. 

11. Smooth the sausages 
so that it joins the standing 
stone and the base. 

12. Keep going until you 
can’t see the joins any 
more. Leave to dry. 

9. Take the smallest piece 
of clay and roll it into a 
sausage shape. 

12. Once it is dry, use a 
sponge to dab white and 
grey paint onto the stone. 

You now 
have a 
Pictish 

standing 
stone! 

Could you add anything to 
your Pictish stone? 

Could you 
add some 

Pictish 
patterns to 
your stone? 
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J 

K 

L 

M 

N 

O 

P 

Q 

The Picts used an alphabet called ogham to record names on 

standing stones. The ogham alphabet uses a central line which 

then has smaller lines running against or through it. Can you 

write your name in ogham? Remember, the letters will need 

to go from top to bottom through a central line. 

R 

S 

T 

U 

V 

W 

X 

Y 

Z

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I
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The Picts

Where did the Picts live? How long had the Picts lived there? 

What was the area the Picts lived in 
called? 

What is ogham? 

Where did the name ‘Picts’ come 
from? 

How did the Picts get food to eat? 

What can we find out from Pictish standing stones? 

What else do you know about the Picts? 

Read the Picts eBook to help you answer these questions. 

Scotland Since the Mesolithic era  
(since around 10,000 BC)

Pictland The Pictish alphabet

Probably from the Roman word 
‘pictus’ meaning ‘painted’

They grew crops and raised 
animals to eat

e.g. horses were very important to them, fierce in battle, the kind of 
weapons they used
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The Scots

What did the Scots call themselves? Where did the name ‘Scots’ come 
from? 

What was the area the Scots lived in 
called? 

Why did the Scots have a similar 
culture to the Irish? 

What was Dunadd? What were the footprint carving on 
the rocks at Dunadd used for? 

What do the items that have been dug up tell us about the Scots? 

What else do you know about the Scots? 

Read the Scots eBook to help you answer these questions. 

Gaels
Probably from the Roman word 
for pirate (the Romans called 

them the ‘Scotti’)

Dal Riata Because they were very close to 
Ireland geographically

The capital of Dal Riata As part of a ceremony to crown a 
new king

That they knew how to work with gold, silver, copper, iron, leather, 
wood and stone to make tools, armour, jewellery and other objects. 
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The Picts and the Scots

Who lived in Dal Riata? Where was this? What was the name of the area the Picts lived 
in? Where was this? 

What languages did the Picts and Scots 
speak? 

Where did the name ‘Picts’ come from? 

Where did the name ‘Scots’ come from? What is ogham and how was it used? 

How reliable do you think the Roman and Greek writings about the Picts and Scots are? Why? 

Name four other facts you have found out about the Picts: 

Name four other facts you have found out about the Scots: 

Read the Picts eBook and the Scots eBook to help you 
answer these questions. 

The Scots lived in Dal Riata. It was 
in the south west of Scotland. 

Pictland. It was in the north east of 
Scotland. 

The Picts spoke Pictish and the 
Scots spoke Gaelic. 

Probably from the Roman word 
‘pictus’ meaning ‘painted’

Probably from the Roman word 
for pirate (the Romans called 

them the ‘Scotti’)

It was an alphabet that was used 
to record names and places on 

standing stones. 


